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Opening Sermon 
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C Gale S6 EA 55 di ai viš Al oe i. ue c GP 
Al-hamdu lillah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We 
praise Him and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek 
refuge with Allah from the evil within ourselves and 
from our wrongdoings. He whom Allàh guides, no one 
can misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can 
guide. 

kādi e olea al db Vias Ayy Á gip 
I bear witness that there is no (true) god except Allāh— 
alone without a partner, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad (3) is His ‘abd (servant) and messenger. 


^ Lae ok Ad bee 7 Cte 


olas JE EC) $2223 UNG wl Se A ST one Gall Ces 


«O you who believe revere Allàh the right 
reverence, and do not die except as 
Muslims.»! 


$6 E eS GS esu us X adis; laši J st lads 
Louez 22 Ag T VI 
Lh CCS SE SAG ONG 4S ufa al isti 4 Y eS 


«O people, revere your Lord who created 
you from a single soul, created from it its 
mate, and dispersed from both of them 
many men and women. Revere Allah 





1. Al ‘Imran 3:102. 
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through whom you demand things from one 
another; and (cherish the ties of) the 
wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever-Watchful over 
you.»! 


^ 573€ 
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«O you who believe, revere Allah and say 
fair words. He will then rectify your deeds 
and forgive your sins. He who obeys Allah 
and His Messenger has certainly achieved 
a great victory.»?3 


i: 2. a4 eo, (ETE Be E - E NEA DICT 
IVI 255 AE (Ss SIA GS s ual GUS ual OB eus Gb 


HG KMS [5 IS Kā, [55 ri, SOE CENT: 
Indeed, the best speech is Allah's ($$) Book and the best 
guidance is Muhammad’s (3&) guidance. The worst 
affairs (of religion) are those innovated (by people), for 


every such innovation is an act of misguidance leading 
to the Fire.* 


Our Mission: Purification and Cultivation 


Correct Islamic beliefs and actions must derive from 
Allah's Book and His Messenger's (#) Sunnah, and 
should be guided by the knowledge and understanding 





An-Nis@ 4:1. 
Al-Ahzāb 33:70-71. 

3. The above paragraphs constitute “Khutbat-ul-Hajah (the Sermon of 
Need)”. The Prophet (3&) often started his speeches with this, as was 


recorded by Muslim (868), Abū Dawid, and others, from Ibn Mas'üd, 
Ibn ‘Abbas, and other companions (4). 


4. The Prophet (šē) also said this paragraph when starting a speech, as 


was recorded by Muslim (867), an-Nasa'i, and others, from Jabir Bin 
*Abdillah (>). 
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of the sahābah (Æ). This is the clear path of guidance 
that Allah (4%) drew for people, leading to their immedi- 
ate and ultimate success and happiness. 


Sadly, most Muslims have departed, to varying degrees, 
from this magnificent path. Therefore, any serious work 
for reviving Islam among the Muslims must involve two 
fundamental components: 


1. Purification, which is the process of clearing this 
path from obstacles and obscurities, and guiding 
people to it. 


2. Cultivation, which is the steady and persistent 
process of teaching people how to live upon this 
path and abide by its dictates. 


These two components were central to the Proph- 
et's (3:2) mission, as Allah (4) indicates: 


OE Ede cde EME S a Ed y 
at! € Ort Co a ooh SG CSS 
«It is He who has sent among the unlettered 
a Messenger from themselves: reciting to 
them His āyāt, purifying them, and teaching 
them the Book and Wisdom—although they 
previously were in clear deviation.»! 


From this, we realize the urgency of providing the Eng- 
lish-speaking public with writings that refine the under- 
standing of Islàm and present it in a pure and simple 
form that incorporates two aspects: 


a.  Purified Islàmic teachings. 


b. Practical guidelines for implementing them. 


1. Al-Jumu‘ah 62:2. 
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Indeed, this is the mission that we adopt, and this book 
is ahumble step in this direction. 


1. Purification 


Purification (or tasfiyah) is required in regard to our 
knowledge-sources, beliefs, and practices. 


A. PURIFYING OUR SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE 


Islamic knowledge and religious action may not be 
founded on narrations that are falsely attributed to the 
Prophet (3) or his companions (4). Such narrations are 
among the main causes of deviation from true Islam. 
Therefore, purifying our knowledge from weak and 
fabricated narrations is an essential task that must be 
fully incorporated into our learning and teaching 
efforts. Praising those who strive in purifying the 
Islamic knowledge, Allah’s Messenger (žē) said: 

«idt ay E Re 6 pis dl e cal S ns aliis o 

(bd pus Saal d 

<This knowledge will be carried by the 

trustworthy individuals from every gen- 

eration; they expel from it alterations of 

extremists, falsehoods of pretenders, and 

misinterpretations of the ignorant.» 


B. PURIFYING OUR BELIEFS 


Philosophical arguments, cultural dictates, and alien no- 
tions have tainted the beliefs of many Muslims. There- 
fore, it is imperative to purify the Islamic faith, basing it 
solely on authentic texts from the Qur’an and Sunnah, 
cleansing it from all forms of shirk, and aligning it with 





1. Recorded by al-Bayhagī, Ibn ‘Adiyy, and others from Abū Hurayrah, 
Ibn Mas'üd, and other companions (4). It is verified to be hasan by 
al-Albani (Hidāyat-ur-Ruwāh 239). 
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the belief of the sahabah that Allah (88) praised, saying: 


wv i AGI S a ats C gus Gat: Sb 
«So if they believe as you (O Muhammad 
and your companions) believe, they are 
truly guided.»! 


C. PuRIFYING OUR ACTIONS 


Innovated acts of worship (bid'ahs), not authorized by 
Allah (4) or His Messenger (3), have marred the 
religious practices of many Muslims. Therefore, it is 
imperative to purify the Islamic practices, basing them 
on authentic texts from the Quran and Sunnah, 
matching them with the understanding and practice of 
the sahabah, and cleansing them from bid‘ahs. This is 
the “path of the believers" that Allah (4) describes as: 
Gen Jaa He ts SIGNS AS G am ba JA S55 
cL (V Grass pg ASS do o AS 
«He who opposes the Messenger—although 
guidance became clear to him—and follows 
a path other than that of the believers: We 
will give him the consequence he chose and 
admit him into hell—the worst destina- 
tion.»2 


2. Cultivation 


Cultivation (or tarbiyah) is to establish our beliefs and 
actions upon the purified knowledge and then continue 
to grow with this knowledge. Cultivation goes hand-in- 
hand with purification. 





1. Al-Baqarah 2:137. 
2. An-Nisa’ 4:115. 
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A. BECOMING TRUE FOLLOWERS OF THE SALAF 


The above discussion about purifying our beliefs and 
actions must extend into cultivating ourselves and our 
communities upon the purified teachings, striving to be 
true followers of our great Salaf, the sahdbah (3). 
Praising both the sahabah and their true followers, 
Allàh (3&) says: 


gh eA Hols Gt; Sei & oN CASUM 


at 2 A PE 


F ORE oii S as AM — Cc» 


& ll £C) Ce us Clea 

«The first to embrace Islam among the 
Muhājirūn and the Ansar, and also those 
who follow them in the best way: Allah is 
pleased with them and they are with Him. 
He has prepared for them gardens beneath 
which rivers flow, and in which they will 
abide eternally. This is the supreme 
success.»! 


The sahabah were the righteous group that Allah (4) 
chose to accompany His Prophet (3) and receive His 
Message. They left the false religion of their forefathers, 
eagerly accompanied the Prophet (3&), learnt directly 
from him, helped him establish the first and best Islamic 
community, and precisely disseminated his teachings. 


When the Muslims make the sahābah their true role 
models, they will then become inclined toward the 
correct pursuit of truth, and their minds will become 
free from stubborn and ignorant loyalty to mathhabs 
(sects), parties, or factions. 





1. At Tawbah 9:100. 
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B. CALLING TO THE PURE RELIGION 


A vital part of the cultivation process is to invite all peo- 
ple, Muslims and non-Muslims, to the pure and unadul- 
terated religion of Islam. This should be done through: 


a) Being exemplary models for our message, adorning 
ourselves with good manners and righteous actions. 


b) Presenting our noble message with wisdom, benevo- 
lence, and kindness. Allah (8) says: 


FES od o A S SEXO Ka Kh p 
oss TEC) OPM ds Kei 
«Let there be among you (O Muslims) a 
community who invite to goodness, enjoin 


right, and forbid wrong. Such are the 
successful.»! 


Undertaking the obligation of inviting to Allah’s path is 
the duty of all Muslims, individually and collectively, 
each according to his best ability. Allah (4) commands: 


ro A? rs 2^ 


Yiu 4 05236 SEY KM FINITE 


«Help one another in righteousness and 
piety; and do not help one another in sin- 
ning and transgression.»? 


This is the only way to attain Allah’s acceptance and 
achieve happiness and success. Allah (48) says: 


ess MM Gà Í, (y Ji SN a U DEP 
asi C) DBL OS SILAS cria 
«By time, a human is surely in loss, except 





1. Al Imran 3:104. 
2. Al-M@idah 5:2. 
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for those who believe, do righteous deeds, 
mutually enjoin the truth, and mutually 
enjoin perseverance.»! 


This, further, is the way to establish among the 
believers a true and honest compassion that emanates 
from a strong unifying cause. Allah (3&) says: 

VW ol ee Jie I 5 Cae ATA eh $ 
«Hold fast, all together, to Allah’s rope, and 
do not disunite.»? 


C. PRESENTING THE ISLAMIC SOLUTION 


Inviting to the Truth includes providing realistic Islamic 
solutions to contemporary problems. There is no doubt 
that Allah’s guidance is the only comprehensive way for 
resolving people's problems at the individual and 
communal levels. Allah (48) says: 


£5 awl acad ESCAS am setas Z 
«Arbitrate among them (0 Muhammad) 
according to what Allah has revealed, and 
do not follow their errant views.»? 


Indeed, we seek Allah’s guidance and help, and we 
implore Him (3£) to enable us to purify and cultivate 
ourselves and our communities in the way that is most 
pleasing to Him—amin. 





1 AL4sr103:1-3. 
2. Al ‘Imran 3:103. 
3. Al-Ma'idah 5:49. 
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Iman Made Easy 


The Īmān Made Easy series covers the six pillars of Iman 
mentioned in the hadith of Jibril (gr) and elaborates on 
some subjects related to them. The material is well- 
founded on authentic proofs from the Qur'àn and Sun- 
nah. The books are written in easy language, making 
them accessible to individuals with a limited vocabu- 
lary, including children and young adults. 


This series covers the six pillars of Iman and related 
subjects as follows: 


1 | Knowing Allah 
2 


Knowing Allah’s Books & the 
Qur'an 


Knowing Allah’s Prophets & Mes- 
sengers 


5 


6 





Each book is structured into chapters, sections, and 
subsections to organize learning and facilitate grasping 
the concepts. Furthermore, each chapter includes 
exercises to emphasize, review, and reinforce the 
concepts. All of this makes the Iman Made Easy series a 
valuable source of reliable study material for schools 


xvii 
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and individuals. 


A Word to Parents and Educators 
THE GOALS OF TRUE EDUCATION 


True Education is that which improves a person’s 
knowledge and understanding of his Din, making him 
more aware of the purpose of his creation and of his 
role in life. It builds in his heart a strong belief that 
enables him to distinguish between right and wrong, 
and a strong faith that compels him to abide by the right 
and refrain from the wrong. 


True education is a social necessity. It is a prerequisite 
for attaining success and dignity similar to those that 
were enjoyed by the earliest Muslim generations. 


FAULTS IN CURRENT ISLAMIC CURRICULA 


It is indeed sad to see that education, with the above 
goals, has largely vanished from among Muslims. Many 
of those who now take its lead lack in clear Islamic 
knowledge and vision. In their heart, there is a great 
void that they attempt to fill with numerous imported 
educational theories, causing a severe distortion to the 
Islamic identity. 


Indeed, a quick review of the available Islamic curricula, 
as well as the books available for children’s reading, 
exposes an obvious problem. There is a serious 
confusion in determining the right approach and 
material to present to the children. 


We find that the themes of some Islamic children's 
books revolve around magic and superstition, deviant 
beliefs and practices, historical falsehoods and slanders, 
offensive thought, or disguised invitations to religious 
or ideological beliefs that contradict pure Islàm! 
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MENDING THE RIFT 


All of this has prompted us to write for our beloved 
youth books meant to help in filling the current gaps 
and mending the rifts. 


In these books, we base the material that we present on 
the authentic sources: Allah’s Book, His Messenger's (#) 
Sunnah, and the clear understanding of the true 
scholars of Islàm. 


Without compromising correctness of concepts or 
breadth of coverage, we use easy language and 
simplified discussions. This makes these books ideal as 
textbooks for elementary and intermediate school 
levels. In addition, their attractive appearance and 
numerous exercises make them useful sources of both 
knowledge and entertainment. 


These publications are, therefore, a humble response to 
our realization of a great responsibility: the responsibil- 
ity of bringing forth, before the English speaking youth, 
reading and study materials that refine the Islàmic con- 
cepts and present Islàm pure and simple, as close as 
possible to the way that it was understood and prac- 
ticed by its early righteous pioneers—the Salaf. 


This Book 


Knowing Allāh is the first book in the Iman Made Easy 
series, thoroughly covering the first pillar of faith. It 
targets elementary school students, but has also been 
found beneficial for older students and adults. 


Special care is taken to present the belief in Allah 
according to the understanding of the Salaf, avoiding 
the pitfalls of tashbih (likening) and ta’til (suspension). 


We conclude the book with what should be the outcome 
of correct belief: worshiping Allah (8) as He alone 
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deserves to be worshiped. 
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1. 
THE PILLARS OF FAITH 


Pillars of a Building 


You should know, dear reader, that some matters of 
belief are so important that every Muslim must 
know them and believe in them. 


Large buildings have pil- 
lars and beams to hold 
their weight. Without the 
pillars, the buildings 
would break down. So 
the pillars are of major 
importance to a building. 





Similarly, our religion has pillars. It has pillars of 
Iman, and pillars of Islam. Iman means faith or 
belief. The pillars of Īmān are required for holding 
the Islamic faith together. They are six in number. 
The pillars of Islam are five in number. They are the 
most important things that every Muslim should do. 


Both types of pillars have been mentioned in an 
important hadith known as the “Hadith of 
Jibril (#a)”. 

The Hadith of Jibril 


‘Umar (4) was a great sahabi (or companion) of the 
Prophet (32). He used to be with him very often. 
‘Umar (4) tells us of a very special event that 
happened when he and other sahabah (or 
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companions) were once sitting with the 
Prophet (3) in his Masjid at al-Madinah. 

THE STRANGER 

All of a sudden, a stranger came into the Masjid. He 
was handsome and smelled pleasantly. His clothes 
were very white, and his hair and beard very black. 
A traveler in those days would be covered with dust 
and would look very tired. But this man looked 
fresh, and his face and clothes were clean and nice. 
He did not look like he had just come from travel. 
Yet, none of the sahābah seemed to know him! 


The stranger stood facing the Prophet (38) and said, 
CK 4 Ale cS» "Salām (or peace) be on you, O 
Muhammad." The Prophet (3€) answered his salām. 
The stranger then asked, "May 1 come closer, O 
Muhammad?” The Prophet (3) answered, «53h 
«Come closer» The stranger moved closer to the 
Prophet (#). Again, he asked for permission to 
come closer, and the Prophet (%) gave him 
permission. He repeated this a few more times until 
he was right next to the Prophet (#8). Then he sat on 
the ground facing him. His knees touched the 
Prophet's (3) knees, and he placed his hands on the 
Prophet's (4) thighs. The sahabah were surprised 
at how this stranger behaved with the 
Prophet (#)—as if he knew him very well.: 





1. The stranger did not show as much respect to the Prophet (3€) 
as the sahābah did. He did not say who he was. He called him 
from a distance by his first name instead of saying, "O Rasül- 
Ullah.” He sat too close to him, and he even placed his hands 
on the Prophet's (#) thighs. Later on, we also see that he 
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THE PILLARS OF ISLAM 
The stranger said, “O Muhammad! Tell me about 
Islam.” The Prophet (2) replied: 


$ 4 


cal J 55 A22 of aio Ya Y Of gs 5 


“og 
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Mali iy 


P» 


oj ex a3 «OUS; & pai 53 4$ $35 n 
( Se NI EE 
«Islām is that you should: 


1. Testify (believe and say) 
that there is no god to wor- 
ship except Allāh, and that 
Muhammad is the Messen- 
ger of Allāh, 


2. Perform salah (prayers), 
3. Give zakah (charity), 
4. Fast (the month of) Rama- 
dan, and 
5. Go for hajj (pilgrimage) to 
the House! if you can.» = 
The stranger asked, "If I do this, would I then be a 
Muslim?” The Prophet (3i) said, «.4x «Yes» The 
stranger said, "You spoke the truth!” The sakābah 


were amazed at how this stranger dared to ask the 
Prophet (3€) and then tell him that he was right!? 








asked the Prophet (#8) different questions. After hearing each 
answer, he said, "You spoke the truth!" 


1. “The House” here means: al-Ka'bah in Makkah. 
2. This story shows the great manners of the Prophet (žē). He 
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THE PILLARS OF ĪMĀN 
The stranger then said, "Tell me about /man.” The 
Prophet (žē) replied: 
C 1255 35 cef a5 cant S48 OF OLD 
MOT abl Gas sll 

«Iman is that you believe in: 

1. Allàh, 

2. His angels, 

3. His books, 

4. His messengers, 

5. The Last Day, and 

6. Qadar! - whether good or bad.» 
The stranger asked, "If I do this, would I then be a 
mu'min (believer)? The Prophet (35) said, «45» 
«Yes» The stranger said, "You spoke the truth!" 
IHSAN 
The stranger then said, "Tell me about ihsān (or 


doing things in the best way)." The Prophet (3) 
replied: 


saw a stranger wishing to learn about Islàm. The stranger 
acted rudely. Yet, the Prophet (3€) was not angry or upset. He 
remained calm while he answered the stranger's questions. 
He did not interrupt him, ask him who he was, or push him 
away from him. 


1. This means that everything in this world happens by the will 
of Allàh (3&). 
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<Ihsan is to worship Allāh as if you can 
see Him. Because even though you 
cannot see Him, He always sees you.» 


The stranger said, "You spoke the truth!" 
THE LAST HOUR 


The stranger then said, "Tell me about the time of 
the (Last) Hour.” The Prophet (žē) replied: 


t. pU e ^ eb gis d Edi 


<The one whom you are asking (the 
Prophet) does not know about it any 
more than the one who is asking»? 


The stranger said, "Tell me then about some of the 
signs of the Last Hour.” The Prophet (3&) replied: 


“2 


GN $i SULA s 5 ls us BO 15 ob 
COC go latas Lin ate , 


«(Among its signs is that) a 
slave woman will give birth to 
her mistress. And you will 
see those who were bare-foot, clothes- 
less, and very poor goat shepherds 
build higher and higher buildings» 








1. This will be when Allah destroys everything in this world 
before the Day of Judgment. 


2. This means that no one other than Allah knows when the Last 
Hour will be—not even the Prophet ($8) or the angel 
Jibrīl (sa). 

3. This means that slaves will become rulers. 

4. We know from the Qur’an and other hadiths that there are 
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WHO WAS THE STRANGER? 

Right after this, the stranger walked away. The 
Prophet (#) remained quiet for a while, and then 
said, « [51 5» «Bring that man back» Some men 
went after him but could not find him anywhere. Af- 
ter a long silence, the Prophet (38) said to ‘Umar: 


e$ UI os uy Fae p 
«0 ‘Umar, do you know who was the 
man who asked these questions? 


*Umar replied, "Allah and His Messenger know bet- 
ter." The Prophet (%) said: 


CA AA Cor saia Sth jeje lāšu 
«That was Jibrīl (or Gabriel)! He came 


to you to teach you your religion, so 
learn from him» 


The Prophet (%) added: 


zi "E dor Ties AA. ee pp 2 d» e Nd 
U 5 code 5 dS GUT XS Ce sU ed got GANG? 


«By Allah Who has my soul in His hand, 
this is the first time ever that I was not 


able to recognize him. I only knew him 
after he had left! 





many other signs of the Last Hour. Among them is that the 
Great Liar (ad-Dajjal) will appear, the prophet ‘Isa (+s) will 
come down from heaven, and the Sun will rise from the west. 
1. This is a combination of reports recorded by al-Bukhārī (50, 
4777), Muslim (8-10), and others, from ‘Umar, Abū Hurayrah, 
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The Six Pillars of Faith 


We learn from the Hadith of d (a) that there 
are six pillars of Faith: 


1. Beliefin Allāh 
2. Beliefin Allāh's angels 
Beliefin Allāh's books 





3 
4. Beliefin Allāh's messengers 
5. Beliefin the Last Day 

6. Beliefin Qadar. 


We must believe in all of these pillars. Allāh (8) 
mentions four of them in the following āyah: 


A BPG oS ow diuisa 
YAO à yall ah 255 <a ^c “4 Ks Wo 
«The Messenger (Muhammad) believes 
in what was sent down to him from his 
Lord (Allah). The believers do too. 


They all believe in Allah, His angels, 
His books, and His messengers.»! 


Allah (8) also mentions five of them in the follow- 
ing ayah: 


z (4 =» 


eryr asij oy Ie. i ja d » sis 
goals o^ NG cal gS ga T igh ol SG 3s 
WV a al 4 (685 SG aa 23,716 At 





and other companions (). 
1. Al-Baqarah 2:285. 
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«Goodness is not to turn your faces 
toward east or west (in the prayer); 
goodness is to believe in Allah, the Last 
Day, the angels, the books, and the 
prophets, ...»1 


If someone believes in some of these pillars but not 
in the others, he is not a true believer. Allah (4) 
Says: 


or Gee < » 46 Foe y LZ 
Xs pI aol 14155 caps Kates die K ots 


TTE 
Li Ya SS JS 


«Whoever does not believe in Allàh, 
His angels, His books, His messengers, 
or the Last Day, is surely very misguid- 
ed.»? 








Al-Baqarah 2:177. 
An-Nisa' 4:136. 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (v^) all E 3 
true statements (1 point each): mum 





1 








D 


3 


‘Umar (#:) was a close companion of the 


Prophet (3). 


The stranger was tired from travel. 


The stranger stayed at a hotel. 


rom the very beginning, the Prophet (38) 
knew who the stranger was. 





pa m m 
[ent > 


O 


7 


| 8 [8| 


letu liela ERE CS 





18 |The stranger behaved in a strange way. 


The stranger knew when the Last Hour will 


1.9 
be. 













Ihsān is to obey Allah (4%) as if we see Him. 


There are signs to tell us that the Last Hour 
^ lis coming near. 
12 We only need to believe in three of the 
^  Ipillars of faith. 


13 Jfibril (s) likes to teach us our religion. 


Poor shepherds will never build high build- 
ings. 


ret nA HM t 
pà 
= 


PM 
m 
4 
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2. Mention five signs of the Last Hour (5 points): 





3. Mention five of of the stranger’s actions with the 
Prophet (3&) that seem to be rude (5 points): 
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4. The Prophet's (3) behavior with the stranger 
showed several good manners. Mention three of 
them (3 points): 


5. In the following table, check (v) whether each 
item is a pillar of “Iman” or of “Islam” (11 points): 


Belief in the angels 
Declaring the Shahadah 
Belief in the Last Day 

Belief in Allah’s messengers 
Belief in Allah’s books 
Fasting in Ramadan 

Belief in Qadar 

Performing hajj 

Belief in Allah 


Giving zakah 


Performing salah 
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6. The stranger who came to the Prophet (4) was 
[Check (v) one answer (1 point]: 


L] A new Muslim C A secret enemy 
O A sahābī C An angel 


2; 
THE FIRST PILLAR 


Belief in Allāh is the most importan 
part of our faith. We call it the Firs 
Pillar of Faith. All other pillars follow 
from this pillar. And all other pillar 
are useless without the first one. 







The Pure Nature 


A person's clean and pure nature (or fitrah) leads 
him to knowing Allāh. Allah (3&) says: 
Ge KŪTS SA SEs od Ars cl y 
tos! EO Syl Y oue 
«Keep your face upon the true religion. 
This is the pure nature upon which 
Allah created the people. There should 
be no change in Allah’s creation. Truly, 
this is the correct religion, but most 
people do not know.» 


It is sad to know that the nature of most people is 
not as.pure as it was when they were born. Their 
nature has been ruined by their parents and teach- 
ers who taught them wrong things about Allah. So, 
their fitrah cannot lead them to the truth anymore. 





1. Ar-Rüm 30:30. 
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Abū Hurayrah and al-Aswad Bin Sari (t$) reported 
that Allah’s Messenger (žē) said: 


aura. 2735 Pr "o Bv 8 t , tas $5 
LES wl pats «l5 c S eG ash! fe 3 o Js Js 
«Every child is born with a pure nature. 
It is his parents who then change him 
into a Jew, a Christian, or a pagan»! 


Important Tools for Knowing 
Allah (3&) says: 


A jas cS end a4 uM Šās 
Je €O ESOS RUS LG DANG crat 
«Allah brought you out from the bellies 
of your mothers when you did not 
know anything. He gave you hearing, 
seeing, and hearts (or minds) so that 
you can be thankful (to Him).»? 


Therefore, we have two kinds of tools for knowing 
Allah and being ready to obey Him: 


1. Our fitrah. 


2. The abilities that Allah (S£) gave us: eyes for 
seeing, ears for hearing, minds for thinking and 
reasoning, and so on. 


With these tools, we should look at the world 
around us and notice the great truth: that there is a 
great Creator who made us and everything else, and 





1. This was recorded by al-Bukhàri (1358) and Muslim (2658). 
2. An-Nahl 16:78. 
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who takes care of us and everything else—this 
creator is Allah. 


The Great Creator 


Allah is the Creator of people, ani- E 
mals, plants and trees. 


Allah is the Creator of the Earth, its | 
plains, its mountains, its valleys, its 
rivers, and its oceans. 


Allah is the Creator of the Sun, the 
Moon, and all other planets and 
stars in the skies. 





Allah is the Creator of Mcd. He (3) says: 


gest 


Fi Se WEG Yas yp A ah 


pare PE ote pue 


«That is Allah, your Lord. There is no 
(true) god other than Him. He is the 
Creator of everything, so worship Him. 
He also takes care of everything.»! 


We should always remember that Allah is the 
Creator and Care-taker of everything. 


Belief in Allah Has Three Parts 


We learn from the above ayah that Allah is our 
Creator and Lord. We must worship Him because 
He is the only true God. We also learn that He has 
the greatest power and knowledge because He can 





1. Al-An‘am 6:102. 
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take care of us and of everything else. 


Therefore, believing in Allah means three important 
elements: 


a) Allah is the Creator and Master of everything. 
He is the true Lord. 


b) Allah has the most supreme qualities. Many 
of His great qualities can be learned from the 
greatness and beauty of the things that He 
created. 


c) No one deserves our complete love and obedi- 
ence but Allah. We need to obey Him and serve 
Him in the best way. We need to worship Him as 
He tells us. He is our only true God. 


A person without this belief is totally lost and con- 
fused. He behaves like a scared rabbit in the middle 
of a thunderstorm, running here and there without 
a purpose or an aim. 


A person who knows Allah is sure of himself and of 
his purpose in life. He walks with firm steps in the 
right direction. He lives a happy life because he 
knows what he should do and how to do it. 


When we truly understand and believe in these 
three elements, our First Pillar of Faith will be good 
and strong. 


We will explain these three elements of believing in 
Allah in the next chapters, inshā -Allāh. 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (v) all ES 
true statements (1 point each): < 


Belief in Allāh is the main pillar of Iman. 









[ES 


D 


= | = 
m 





3 |Our fitrah helps us know Allāh. 
4 |Only Muslims are born with a pure fitrah. 
5 |The pagans change their children's fitrah. 


A person's fitrah never changes 


: 
and gave us all what we have 


.10 |A believer does not have a clear goal in life. 


8 


Oo 


æ | = jam = | e | me | e 
Olua] ms 


pun 





2. The main reasons that Allah (8) gave us eyes, 
ears, and mind are [check (v) all true state- 
ments (3 points)]: 


Statement Statement 
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3. Belief in Allāh has the following three important 
elements (3 points): 


4. Explain briefly the meaning of “Allah is the true 
Lord” (2 points): 


5. Explain briefly the meaning of “Allah is the only 
true God” (2 points): 


3. 
ALLAH’S NAMES AND 
QUALITIES 


Ways of Knowing Allah 

KNOWING HIM THROUGH HIS CREATION 

When we see the great things that Allah (#) creat- 
ed in this world, we know a great deal about Him: 


e We know that He is great, because He created 
the great and huge world that we see. 


e We know that His knowledge is great, because 
He knows exactly what to do. 


e We know that His mercy is great, because He 
takes care of us and all of His creation. 


e We know that His kindness is great, because 
He is kind to us and everyone else. 


e We know that His wisdom is great, because He 
does things in the best way. 


Allah (&) often instructs us to learn about Him 
from His creation. For example, He says: 


i Gs mb rs 1576 Sel 


Wess SIEV dā dz BT ages seh 
iw 4 CJ EL GEM IGW ES BIT I 


«Will they not look at the camels—how 
they are created, and the sky—how it 
is raised, and the mountains—how 


19 
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they are erected, and at the earth— 
how itis spread out?»! 


Allah (8%) also says: 
ku SOE KE cit 
JA 4O poe ot Sa aN ee 25% os 
«(Glorified is Allah) who created seven 
heavens in layers. You do not see in the 
creation of the Most Merciful any 
discrepancy. So look back (at the sky); 
do you see any weakness (in its 
structure)?»? 


KNOWING HIM FROM THE QUR’ AN AND SUNNAH 


Also, we learn a great deal about Allah (4%) from 
what He told us about Himself in the Qur'an, and 
from what the Prophet Muhammad (žē) told us in 
his hadiths. These are the only two ways to learn 
about Allah precisely. 


This is how we learn Allah’s excellent names and 
supreme qualities. Allah’s (4%) excellent names and 
supreme qualities allow us to know Him; they tell 
us all what we need to know about Him. 


The Excellent Names 


Allah’s names are called the excellent names 
because they are all good and wonderful. Allah (35) 
Says: 





1. Al-Ghashiyah 88:17-20. 
2. Al-Mulk 67:3. 
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YA GeV 4% Mg gi TENT A3 
«To Allah belong the excellent names, 
so call on Him by them.»! 


This means that we should use Allah’s excellent 
names when we supplicate to Him. 


Allah’s excellent names are found in the Qur’an and 
authentic hadiths of the Prophet (žē). Nobody is 
allowed to make up names for Allah. 


THE NUMBER OF NAMES 


The excellent names are very many. Only Allah (8) 
knows how many they are. 


Allah taught us more than one hundred of His 
names. We should learn as many of them as 
possible in order to know Him better. 


Among Allah's names that we know, 
there are ninety-nine that are very 
special. Abū Hurayrah (4) tells us 
that the Prophet (žē) said: 





TÉ h mena a Rus D ux PUT TE WC OPE S 
€ AH I5 Glasi oy clues VE SG CA R$ dat ay OD 


«Surely, Allah has ninety-nine names— 
one less than a hundred. Whoever 
counts them will enter Jannah»2 


Here, "counting" Allah's ninety-nine names does 
not mean only to count their number. It also means: 





1. Al-Arāf 7:180. 


2. This was recorded by al-Bukhāri (2736, 6410, 7392), Muslim 
(2677), and others. 
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(a) Knowing them. 
(b) Understanding and believing in them. 


(c) Behaving in a way arising from our belief in 
them. 


For example, when we know that Allāh is as-Samī' 
(the Hearing), we understand that He hears every- 
thing from everyone at all times. We would then be 
careful not to lie or say bad things. We would only 
say what pleases Him. In this way, we would have 
properly counted this name of Allah—in sha’ Allah. 


SOME WRONG NAMES 


We should be careful about the list of ninety-nine 
names that is often hung on walls or put on the 
inside covers of some books. Some of those names 
are correct while others are not. The correct names 
come from the Qur'àn or authentic hadiths. 


The incorrect ones come from a weak hadith! that 
mixes what is right with what is wrong. So we 
should teach the people around us to be careful 
with that list and to avoid hanging it in their houses 
or masjids. 


Another problem with that list is that some people 
hang it thinking that by that they have counted the 
ninety-nine names. This is very wrong. Counting 
the names means much more than this: It means 
living all of our lives according to them, as we 
explained above. 


1. The weak hadith was recorded by at-Tirmithi (3507) and 
others, and was shown to be weak by al-Albānī. 
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SOME TRUE EXCELLENT NAMES 


Some of Allah’s excellent names are given in the fol- 
lowing table!: 


pone poms 
Al-Ahad The only One sí 
Al-A‘la The most High 





T 
Z 











o 
^ 


t 


= 


1. A complete list of Allāh’s excellent names is provided in “Our 
Precious Sprouts” by the Author. 
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Ar-Rabb The Lord; the One who owns e 
and controls everything 
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— Rr 
The most Merciful =| The most Merciful =| Merciful 


The One who gives mery to 4 
Ar-Rahi jl 
is 
As-Salām The One who gives peace eX 
Th h 
Ana e One that everyone needs A 
while He needs none 
AsSamr [rhe One who hears everything 


The Supreme Qualities 









Allah’s qualities are most magnificent (or great). 
We call them Allah’s supreme qualities (or 
attributes). 


Each of Allah’s excellent names has a meaning and 
tells of one of Allah’s qualities. 


Allah also has other qualities that do not come from 
His names. Yet, all of His qualities should be taken 
from the Qur’an or authentic hadiths. Allah knows 
about Himself more than anyone else. He is the only 
One who knows His qualities and is able to tell 
them to us. 


Some of Allah’s supreme qualities appear in the 
next picture. 


By knowing Allah’s supreme qualities, we know 
Him very well. We know that He (4) has life, might, 
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knowledge, wisdom, and so on. We know that He 


gives severe punishment, that He loves good, and 
that He hates evil. 


We will learn more about Allah’s qualities in the 
next few chapters. 
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How to Understand Allah’s Qualities 


When we read or learn Allah’s qualities, we should 
always remember that they are not like the quali- 
ties of the people or other things that He created. 


Allah created everything, and His creation does not 
look like Him. 


Allah created food and drink, which we need to re- 





main alive But He does not raced any y food or drink. 
He (3) says: 


E in 4 Yes 
«Say, "Should I take other than Allah as 
my protector? He is the Creator of the 


heavens and Earth. He feeds others, 
but He is not fed.”»1 


Allàh does not need a wife, child, or helper to take 
care of us and the rest of the creation. He is most 
Powerful and can do all of this alone. He (3&) says: 


DISKO caa e era y. 





1. Al-An‘am 6:14. 
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oe € OI SiGe K O X32 
«Say, “Allah is One. He is as-Samad 
(everything needs Him and He needs 
nothing). He does not have a child, nor 
was He born (to someone else). No one 
can ever be equal to Him."»! 


So we believe that Allàh is most Great and Powerful. 
His qualities are the greatest and most supreme, 
and are not like the qualities of His creation. He (3&) 
says: 
sip GO) iM hE iš CM 
«Nothing is like Him, and He is the 
Hearing and Seeing.»? 


Therefore, in understanding Allah's qualities, we 
should avoid the following four mistakes: 


[f Mistake —  msMeaning — — [ iai | 
[a | Tahrif |Changing the qualities’ meaning. | -à | 
[b| Tai [Rejecting their meaning | pes | 
B 









e 


ER 


Tamthil |Likening Allah to His creation. 
_, |Subjecting Allah’s qualities to our ; 
T . 
a limited understanding. - 


Benefits in Knowing Allāh's Names and Gualities 


k 





Knowing the names and qualities of our Great 
Lord (3%) helps us know Him better, and teaches us 


1. Al-Ikhlas 112:1-4. 
2.  Ash-Shüra 42:11. 
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how to deal with Him in the most proper way. 


Knowing Allah’s names and qualities helps us 
understand His greatness and power over all 
things. This shows us how weak we are and how 
much we need Him (ag). 


Knowing Allah’s (8%) names and qualities teaches us 
what He wants from us: what pleases Him and what 
angers Him. So we learn how to please Him, and 
how not to anger Him. 


Knowing Allah’s (8) names and qualities teaches us 
about His great rewards and His painful punish- 
ment. So we learn what to expect from Him when 
we are good. And we learn what punishment the 
bad people should expect as well. 


Knowing Allah’s (8) names and qualities helps us 
address Him with respect and politeness. Calling on 
Him with His excellent names is the best and sure 
way to be polite with Him. 


And as we learned earlier, we need to learn Allah’s 
names in order to deserve entering Jannah. 


With true belief in Allah (8), we can live a good and 
happy life, love good for others, and hate envy, 
lying, selfishness, and other bad qualities. 


We must have this true belief in Allah (8) and teach 
it to others. By doing this, we would be helping 
Allah’s cause. We would then deserve His help and 
support, as He (3&) says: 


E B GAL gi Gear X setā 
cH Op aac E res dl ay F 
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«Allah will surely help those who help 
His cause. Surely, Allah is Mighty and 
Honorable.»! 


Those Who Do Not Know 


The knowledge about Allah (8%) is so simple and 
clear. It is clear for those whose eyes are not 
blinded and whose hearts are not locked. It is very 
surprising that many people do not know this, 
which means that: 


e They do not know that Allah is their Creator 
and Master! 


e They do not know that Allah has created them 
from nothing! 


e They do not know that Allah takes care of 
them and gives them life, health, and food! 


e They do not know that they need to worship 
Allàh alone! 


e They do not know why they were created, why 
they live, and where they will go after death! 


The people who do not know these things spend 
their life between eating and drinking, sleeping and 
waking up, and running after worthless pleasures 
and deceptive desires. They are so selfish that they 
do not do any good in this life—except for their 
own pleasure. 


Allah (3€) tells us about this kind of people in the 





1. Al-Hajj 22:40. 
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second half of the following ayah: 


f Ge Pek rogor 2 Bok of 606 
oth on zx (LE; SAC odi de X ái ép% 
4 m ABE 


EEG UE cs VEG Seta 
«Allah will surely admit those who be- 
lieve and do good into gardens through 
which the rivers flow. And as for those 
who reject belief, they enjoy them- 
selves now, and eat like the animals, 


but the fire (of hell) will be their per- 
manent home.»! 





Those people cause evil and harm in the world 
because they do not know good from evil. They do 
not know what angers Allah (4) or what pleases 





1. Muhammad 47:12. 
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Him. They cannot follow a guide, because they do 
not know their Guide—Allāh (88). 


Many people on earth are like this. They keep away 
from Allah’s teachings and guidance, and they do 
not do what Allah tells them. They are kuffar or dis- 
believers. May Allah (4) save us from being like 
them, amin. 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. Check the correct ways of learning 
about Allah (3 points): 


J Statement |^ 


We learn about Allah (8) from science- 
fiction and super-hero stories. 


A learn about Allah from the Qur’an. SH 


a d 
around us. 
inda 

books. 

We learn about Allah from the Sunnah o 

the Prophet (4). 


E learn about Allah from newspapers. 


2. Mention five of Allah's qualities that we learn - 
looking at the world around us (5 points): 
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3. Mention five of Allah’s names together with a 
brief explanation of each (5 points): 





4. “Counting” Allah’s names means three things 
(3 points): 


5. The reason that we can only learn Allah’s quali- 
ties from Him is (2 points): 
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6. In the following table, check (v^) all true state- 
ments (1 point each): 


|61 [Allāh only has ninety-nine names. |_| 
people hang are not true names of Allāh. 


It is good to hang a list of Allah’s names for 
^ |protection. 














~ |the Our'ān and Sunnah. 


66 Allāh benefits from some of His creation. 
6.7 |Allah does not need food. 


Some of Allah's qualities are like the quali- 
ties of the people. 


69 |Allàh does not need a wife or a child. 
610 |A person who does not know Allāh is kāfir. 


7. Mention five things that the disbelievers do not 
know about Allāh (3&) (5 points): 


3 
5 We can only know Allah’s qualities Bs 
E 
D 
E 
E! 
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8. Mention five of Allah’s qualities, together with a 
brief explanation of each (5 points): 


Brief Explanation 





9. Mention four things that Allah (35) instructs us 
to observe in the four ayat of Sūrat-ul-Ghāshiyah 
(88:17-20) that were cited earlier (4 points): 
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10. Mention three important things that we learn 
from the dyah of Surat-ul-Mulk (67:3) that was 
cited earlier (3 points): 


11. Mention five benefits of knowing Allah (3&) 
(5 points): 
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12. Mention and explain four mistakes that some 


people make in regard to Allah’s qualities 
(4 points): 


ECHO 
E UA 











13. Explain why we should call upon Allah (8) with 
His excellent names (3 points): 


4. 
MISUNDERSTOOD QUALITIES 


Introduction 


There are qualities of humans and other creatures 
that describe body parts. We call them “bodily” or 
“physical” qualities. 


Face, hand, and foot are examples of physical quali- 
ties. We know exactly what it means to say that a 
person has a face, a hand, or a foot. We also know 
that a human’s foot is different from that of a cow 
or a table. 


Allah (&) tells us some of His qualities that have 
physical names. When we study these qualities, we 
should keep in mind the following guidelines: 


1. These qualities are real, because what Allah (3) 
tells us about Himself is real and accurate. 


2. These qualities cannot have physical meanings, 
because they belong to Allah (4) who created 
the physical world where we live. 


3. We cannot imagine how these qualities are for 
Allah (48), because this is beyond our human 
ability. 


4. We know for sure that Allah’s (4%) qualities are 
not like any of His creation. 

5. We know for sure that Allah’s (4) qualities are 
most supreme and perfect. 


39 
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6. We only describe Allah (3&) with the qualities of 
physical names that He describes Himself with. 
For example, we cannot say that Allah has a 
body, because He does not say this. 


Among Allah’s qualities with physical names are the 
face, eyes, hands, and foot. We will discuss these 
and others in the rest of this chapter. 


Allah's Face 


Allah (2&) has a real face. His face is most perfect 
and majestic. Yet, it is totally different from the 
faces of the creation. 


Allah mentions His face in the Qur’an. He tells us 
that it has majesty and honor. He (3&) says: 


oF Sl 4O v YG JA 5s db, à Ae aos 
«(After Allah destroys this world,) 


there will remain the face of your Lord 
that is of majesty and honor.»! 


When we do a good deed, we should do it purely for 
Allah. We usually say that we do it for "Allah's sake" 
or “Allah’s pleasure". But this is often described in 
the Qur'àn and hadith as doing our deeds for 
“Allah’s face". For example, Allah (4%) says: 


thee NG CV) SKA a gt Cy A [M 
dé © aA us Xe C x co 


«A person who is very pious will be 
saved from it (the Fire)—he who gives 


|, Ar-Rahmdn 55:27. 


nV 
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from his money to purify himself, does 
not leave on himself favors due to 
others, and only seeks the face of his 
Lord, the Most High.»! 


The reason for this is that Allah accepts our deeds 
by turning His most glorious face toward us when 
we do them sincerely for Him. For example, Allah 
turns His face toward us when we pray attentively. 
Al-Hārith al-Ash'ari (4) said that the Prophet (3) 
said: 








EC 5b dé S Ais S FAIL 55 al abut op» 
LEE Lo d uie er d Age as 














Indeed, Allah commands you to pray. 
When you pray, do not turn away (i.e., 
lose attention). Indeed, Allah turns His 
face toward His servant's face during 
his prayer—unless he turns away»? 


This tells us that we should try hard to pay atten- 
tion to what we say and do in our prayer. Allah will 
then be pleased with our prayer and will accept it 
from us. 





We should not imagine Allah’s face to be like ours. 
We may not say that it has a nose, beard, mous- 
tache, eyebrows, and so on. We can only say about 
it what Allah (4) told us. 





1. Al-Layl 92:17-20. 
2. This was recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ibn Hibban, and others. It 


was verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih-ut- 
Targhib 552). 
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Allah's Eyes 


Allah (3€) has real eyes. His eyes are most perfect. 
Yet, they are totally different from the eyes of the 
creation. 


Allah mentions His eyes in the Qur’an. He (3&) says: 


rā 4 S SEITE CA sā 
«It (Nüh's ark) sailed under the watch 


of Our eyes, as a reward for those 
(believers) who were rejected.» 


This means that Allah (3€) watched Nūh's (or 
Noah's) ark He saved Nūh (a) and the few 
believers with him from the flood. That flood killed 
all the disbelievers who rejected Nuh’s message. 


We must always remember that Allah’s qualities 
are not like ours or like other creations. So, we may 
not think of Allàh's eyes as having color, muscles, or 
eyelids. These qualities are made by Allah, and they 
only apply to His creation. His eyes are nothing like 
this. 


So we believe that Allāh (#) has eyes. They are 
most perfect. He sees and watches with them. But 
we do not and cannot know how they are. 


Allah's Hands 
Allāh (2&) has real hands. His hands are most per- 


fect. Yet, they are totally different from the hands of 
the creation. 





1. Al-Qamar 54:14. 
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WHAT ALLAH DOES WITH HIS HANDS 

Allah (8$) mentions His hands in the Qur’an. For 
example, He (3&) tells us that He created Adam (or 
Adam) (sa) with them: 


vo o 4 Gg CHE IC Ā ALU Od $ 
«He (Allah) said, "O Iblis (Satan), what 
prevented you from making sujūd (or 
prostration) to that (Adam) whom I 
created with My two hands?"»! 


Allah (3&) tells us of the power and greatness of His 
hands. He says: 


- ta An re AA „g Af ico 


waji g aae es 
«The entire Earth will be in His 
(hand’s) grip on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, and the heavens will be folded in 
His right hand.»? 


Allāh spends and gives to His creation with His 
hand. Abū Hurayrah (#) reported that the 
Prophet (3&) said: 


of E ELTE a M por bk i Bae: vi 
RĪT GGI JUS Gāga Y SS abt oes: o] 
Cassi dU fai d B oA SIGN GE XA Gs 
«Indeed, Allah's hand is always full and 


is never decreased by spending. It is 
generous night and day. Look at what 





1. Sad 38:75. 
2.  Az-Zumar 39:67. 
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He spent since He created the heavens 
and Earth—all of that did not decrease 
what is in His right hand»! 


One of the Prophet's (žē) frequent oaths was to say, 
GÉ ee 5 ails p «By the One who has my soul in His 
hand. This tells us that Allah is in full control of 
our life and death. 


From these texts, we understand that Allah's hands 
represent creation, power, control, giving, and gen- 
erosity. But we do not know, and we cannot know 
how Allah’s hands are. 


BOTH HANDS ARE RIGHT HANDS 


Most people have a right hand and a left hand. They 
can use one of their two hands better than the oth- 
er. This hand is usually their right hand. As for 
Allah, both of His hands are perfect and powerful. 
Both of them are called right hands. 


"Abdullah Bin ‘Umar () reported that the Proph- 
et (38) said: 

Q3 asi yo ot SES do Be Sap iL apo 
LASU eel ees? d S ĀJS Gas dar ard; 
«Indeed, on the Day of Resurrection, 
Allah will place the just people on plat- 
forms of light. They will be on the right 
side of ar-Rahmàn (the Most Merci- 
ful)—and both of His hands are right 
hands. Those are the ones who are just 


1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (4684) and Muslim (993). 
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in their rule, families, and anything of 
which they are in charge»! 


Allah’s Fingers 


Allāh (28) has real fingers. His fingers are most 
perfect. Yet, they are totally different from the 
fingers of the creation. 


The Prophet (3) tells us about Allah's fingers. 
‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin al-‘As ($) reported that the 
Prophet (3) said: 
PDN edel e Ci] GEIS gl uo i Sp 
LAS CES 2d oly S 

«Indeed, all of the hearts of human 

beings are between two of the fingers 

of ar-Rahmān (the Most Merciful). (To 


Him,) they are all like one heart that 
He controls as He wishes.? 


This tells us how easy it is for Allah (4) to control 
all of our hearts. This is why we need to always turn 
to Him with du'à asking Him to keep our hearts firm 
on His din. 


Allah's Leg 
Allah (3€) has a real leg (or shin). His leg is most 


perfect. Yet, it is totally different from the legs of 
the creation. 


The Prophet (žē) tells us about Allah’s leg. Abū Sa‘id 


1. This was recorded by Muslim (1827) and Ahmad. 
2. This was recorded by Muslim (2654) and Ahmad. 
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al-Khudri (4) reported that the Prophet (3&) said: 
s 
Gore ow ge og 5345 A ao a tl Fe, te 
uti a 83 Cpe So JS 4) Sr abl cue uj ES) 
A PEER op xt Shea aio qe ade aera ru 
5 paš da) Ca ikawa eG) GI G ee OUS t 
(.ld=l3 ksi 


«Our Lord will show His leg (on Judg- 
ment Day). So, every believing man 
and woman will make sujūd to Him. 
But not so for those who pretended to 
make sujūd in the first life for showoff 
and reputation. They will try to make 
sujūd, but their back will turn into one 
block»! 


This hadith tells us that Allah’s leg will be a sign for 
the believers. When they see it, they will know that 
they are in the presence of their Lord, and they will 
rush to prostrate to Him. As for the hypocrites who 
pretended to believe in the first life, they will not be 
able to pretend anymore. 


So, we should be sure to pray and do other good 
deeds purely for Allah (35). Our niyyah (or inten- 
tion) should be pure and sincere to Him. We should 
never do good deeds for the sake of people. 


Allah’s Foot 
Allāh (3€) has a real foot. His foot is most perfect. 


Yet, it is totally different from the feet of the 
creation. 





1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (4919) and Muslim (183). 
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Anas and Abū Hurayrah(&) reported that the 
Prophet (2) said: 

JE up be 8S ua A iae SIS 
QA MGA 6955 GB Gl S 5 eds 


«(In the hereafter,) more and more 
(disbelievers) will be thrown into hell, 
and hell will say, “Is there more?” 
Finally, the Lord of dignity will place 
His foot over it. It will then shrink 
down and say, “(I have) enough, (I 
have) enough—by Your Honor. 


This tells us that there will be a place in hell for 
every disbeliever. Hell will be raging with greed 
and hunger. It will continue to ask for more and 
more evil people—even after all evil people have 
already been thrown into it. Only Allah can then 
stop it from asking for more. With a great show of 
power and dignity, Allah (4) will place His foot 
over it. This will subdue it, and it will stop asking 
for more. 


Seeing Allah 
No HUMAN CAN SEE ALLAH IN THIS LIFE 


In this life, no one can see Allah (8). This is how 
Allah made the people. Even the Prophets were not 
able to see Him. Allah tells us about Musa (or 


1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (4848-4850) and Muslim 
(2846, 2848). 
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Moses) (38): 
áé Sy le 914 5184 rea gic EO Ja AM Je; $ 


Ver Ged asd 
«When Musa came to the meeting with 
Us and his Lord spoke to him, he said, 


“My Lord, allow me to see You.” He 
said, "You will not be able to see Me."»! 


AN IMPORTANT LESSON FROM ‘A’ISHAH 
Masrūg (4) reported that 'A'ishah (w) told him: 
Eyal dt fe gel itis hp A S ais jo 
"If anyone tells you that Muhammad (žē) 


saw his Lord, then he has made a great lie 
against Allah.” 


Masrüq was surprised to hear this. He said, “O 
Mother of the Believers, be easy on me, and do not 
rush me. Does Allah (3&) not say: 


P» 


MESI 4@ wt WL jo al, Bs 


«And he (Muhammad) has already 
seen him in the clear horizon.» 


And He (3) says: 
pl! 4) xA 2055 2105 aal» EAR 


«And he surely saw him on another 
come-down.»??" 





1. Al-A‘raf'7:143. 
2. At-Takwir 81:23. 
3.  An-Najm 53:13. 
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‘A’ishah («8») said, “I was the first to ask Allah’s 
Messenger (38) about this, and he told me: 


ASSN ads Go ele SE 5 de Dm s^ ep 
t. 2591 dl «eA GG bo gal las BL ei Ga ag tēls 
«This was only Jibrīl («2). I did not see 
him in the actual form that Allàh creat- 
ed him except those two times. I saw 
him coming down from the sky. He was 
so huge that he covered all space from 

the sky to the ground." 


‘A’ishah (w) then reminded Masrüq (4) of what 
Allah (8&) says: i 
335 SS A As N $ 
K AC 8 X 
TIE QD A 


«Eyesights cannot see Him, but He sees 
all eyesights. He is the Subtle and Kind, 
the Aware (of everything).»! 


And what He (3£) says: 
3,45 $22 396 oos ISNA d n SE» 
coa d) Lems he G aui es 
«It is not for any human being that 
Allàh should speak to him—except by 
revelation, or from behind a partition, 
or that He sends a messenger (angel) 
to reveal, by His permission, what He 





1. Al-An‘am 6:103. 
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wills. Indeed, He is most High and 
Wise.»12 


THE BELIEVERS WILL SEE ALLAH IN JANNAH 


We saw earlier that it is not possible for anyone to 
see Allah in this life. In the hereafter, Allah will 
make it possible and easy for the believers to see 
Him. Jarir Bin ‘Abdillah (4) reported that he and 
other companions were with the Prophet (#) one 
night when there was a full moon. The Prophet (32) 
looked up at the moon and said: 


2025 i 8) NL Cea tc Sest om hou 

4535 GO plas M Ga he O55 E eS 037-0 AS) 
<You will surely see your Lord (in 
Jannah), just as you can now see this 


full moon. It will not hurt you to look 
at Him.» 


So it will be very easy for the believers to see Allah. 
Looking at Him will not be hard, like looking at the 
noon-sun. Rather, it will be as easy as looking at a 
full moon at night. 


The time that the believers will see Allah is after 
they enter Jannah. This will be their greatest re- 
ward, and they will like it more than Jannah itself! 
Suhayb (:) reported that the Prophet (žē) said: 


> 81 


; ace qaan, E AR EP. Fag laat 
bsy A53 356 Aul T gapen m J455 op 


1. Ash-Shūrā 42:51. 
2. This long hadith was recorded by al-Bukhārī (3234) and 
Muslim (177). 


3. This was recorded by al-Bukhārī (554) and Muslim (633). 
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m? - os 7€ wu dg 2 7n 7 ^ 35 E soz 
Ādi Cor Íi CR m$ pass «rU o y yx fe) ko 
E vad 


LĪ Lets teh diskā" tē Ge 3 


[ dU 356 es dp EN Sa eel 

«After the people of Jannah enter Jan- 
nah, Allah (3) will say, "Would you like 
Me to give you anything more?" They 
will say, "Have You not brightened our 
faces? Have You not admitted us into 
Jannah and saved us from the Fire?" 
Allàh will then remove the curtain, and 
they will find that looking at their Lord 
(&) is better than all other things that 
they had been given»! 


There will be a curtain of light preventing anyone 
from seeing Allah (3&). Allah will remove that cur- 
tain so that the people of Jannah will enjoy looking 
at Him (3&). Allah (4) says: 


ihal s9 65 $i) t) ral M euo 
«On that (Last) Day, some faces will be 
happy, looking at their Lord.»? 





This was recorded by Muslim (181) and at-Tirmithī. 
Al-Qiyamah 75:22-23. 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (v) all 
true statements (1 point each): 


1.1 |Allāh has a right hand and a left hand. lēš 
[12 [Allah controls our hearts with His fingers. | 


13 |0n Judgment Day, all people will prostrate 
when they see Allāh. 


When Allāh turns His face toward us, this 
^ imeans that He is pleased with us. 
Allàh sees and watches us with His eyes 


It is important that we do not lose attention 
during the prayer 


Allah's leg will be a sign for the believers. 





on 







N 


ļ H+ pa F 2 
O + 


co 


19 |Hell will be raging with hunger on Judg- 
^ |ment Day. 

19 There will not be enough space in hell for 
^ Jall disbelievers. 


pry 


Allah will put out the Fire with His foot. 


Allah will grip the Earth in His hand on 
Judgment Day. 


42 |The just people will be placed close to Allah 
on Judgment Day. 


113 
Masa (+=) could not see Allāh. | 
The Prophet (3) saw Allāh two times. | | 


F = m 
= 
IA 


1.14 
1.15 
1.16 
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[t| Statement | 
1.17 |The believers will see Allah in Jannah. E 


D sektas 

ofJannah. 

DOTAS K Kaka 
est happiness in looking at Allāh. 

Migu was ‘A’ishah’s student. 

D minii 
curtain. 

aleman Í 
him. 

He 
able to see Him. 

Boke E 
with what Allàh gave them. 

DOT dale 
bright with happiness. 


2. Mention five things that Allàh does with His 
hands (5 points): 
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3. List below the three mistakes that are in the 
following statement (3 points): 


“After Allah created Adam with just one 
hand, Iblis was the first angel to make sujud.” 


4. Mention two qualities of Allah’s face (2 points): 


5. In the following table, check (v^) the items that 
are correct qualities of Allàh (16 points): 

Quality J 

Hands 

a O| | 

| Body | | 














E 
| Noe — | | 
Eyelids | | 
i 
ta 







Foot 
Mouth 
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6. We should seek by our good deeds Allah’s (check 


(/) one item; 2 points): 


| Hana | 
ae | 


7. Find and explain briefly four names of Allah (8%) 
that appeared in the two āyāt 6:103 (page 49) 
and 42:51 (page 49) (4 points): 














8. A very pious person has the following three 
qualities (3 points): 
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9. Mention six important guidelines that can pro- 


tect us from misunderstanding Allah’s (3£) quali- 
ties (6 points): 





5. 
WHERE ALLĀH IS 


Allāh (a) created everything. He is greater than all 
of the creation. So, He cannot be inside what He 
created. Where is He then? We can only answer this 
guestion with what Allāh tells us. But first, let us go 
through other discussions that will help us answer 
this guestion. 


Allāh's Greatest Creations 

The two greatest creations that Allah (38) mentions 
to us are His Kursi and His ‘Arsh. 
THE KURSĪ 

Kursi means stool, chair, or rack. 
Allah (3£) has a special Kursī that He | 
mentions only one time in the 9 
Qur'àn—in ayat-ul-Kursi. He (3&) says: 





veo id g ibe cial K 
«His Kursi fits all of the heavens and 
Earth.»1 


The Kursi is also mentioned by the Prophet (3) in 
an authentic hadith. Abū Tharr al-Ghaffārī (+) re- 
ported that he once entered the Masjid and found 
the Prophet (3€) sitting alone. He went to him and 
asked him, "O Allah’s Messenger, which is the best 





1. Al-Baqarah 2:255. 
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āyah that was revealed?" The Prophet (#) an- 
swered, 9550 ip «Āyat-ul-Kursī» The Prophet (3) 
then told him: 


«96 paš aua SS Y uut a BSI ear e 
"HUE js e sui EKS US de ossi pais 
<All seven heavens are (as small) 
inside the Kursi as a ring thown in a 
desert. And the Throne is so much 
larger than the Kursi as is that desert 

to that ring»! 


This tells us how great and huge the Kursi is. 
Imagine the size of the Earth, moon, sun, planets, 
stars, and the whole universe. The heavens are even 
greater in size. And the Kursi is greater than all of 
these things put together! 





1. This was recorded by Ibn Abi Shaybah, al-Hakim, and others. 
It was verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah 109). 
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Some scholars say that the Kursi is Allah’s footstool. 
But this is only based on a weak hadith!. So we only 
say that the Kursi is the second greatest creation 
that we know. It is a gigantic chair that Allah (4) 
created. It shows His greatness and power, but He 
does not need it like we need a chair to sit. 

THE ‘ARSH 

‘Arsh means throne, which is a special chair on 
which a king sits for public appearance. It is usually 


large and nicely decorated. A throne is often con- 
sidered a sign of majesty and lordship. 









Allah (38) is the truest and most power- 
ful King. He is the King of kings and Lord | 
of lords. He created His Throne to be a | 
great sign of His majesty and lordship. 


Allah (8) mentions His Throne in the emnes 
Qur’an 21 times. It is the greatest creation that He 
mentioned to us. As we saw from Abū Tharr's above 
hadith, the Throne is much larger than the Kursi. 


Similar to the Chair, Allah (3&) does not need the 
Throne for sitting or any other need. Allah does not 
need any of His creation. 


Allah's Highness 
Allah (3&) is the most High. He is above everything. 


He is above the world that we know, and above the 
heavens. 





1. This was shown to be weak by al-Albānī in as-Sahihah Vol. 1.1, 
p. 226. 
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MOST HIGH 


Allah (88) tells us about His highness in a number of 
ayat. For example, He says: 


Je EO) AIG Digs 
«Glorify the name of your Lord, the 
most High.»! 
ABOVE THE HEAVENS 
Allah (88) also tells us that He is above the heavens: 


£6) 35 A KGS d ES d c 
Au 
«Do you feel safe that the One who is 
above the heavens would not cause the 
earth to swallow you during an earth- 
quake?»? 
ABOVE THE THRONE 
As we saw above, the Throne is higher and greater 
than the universe and all of the heavens put togeth- 
er. In seven places of the Our ān, Allah (3&) tells us 


that He rose up above the Throne. For example, 
He (3£) says: 


PE O SENN GND 


«The most Merciful rose above the 
Throne.»? 





AL-A'là 87:1. 
. Al-Mulk 67:16. 
3.  Ta-Ha 20:5. 
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Allah (3&) is above His Throne in a way that befits 
His greatness and majesty. It is different from the 
way a human being would be above a chair or a 
throne. A king would need a throne to sit and rest. 
However, Allàh never gets tired or needs rest. 


We may not say that Allàh sits, because He never 
said this about Himself. Allah (4%) does not need the 
Throne or any of His creation. Yet, we believe in 
what Allah tells us: that He is above the great 
Throne. To us, this is a great show of power and 
majesty. 

BELIEVING IN ALLAH'S HIGHNESS 


Believing in Allàh's highness is an important part of 
our true belief in Allah (4%). This belief may be un- 
derstood as follows: 


1. Allāh (35) is higher than all of the creation. He is 
above everything and nothing is above Him. He 
is above the mountains, the stars, the sky, the 
heavens, and the Throne. 


2. When we talk about things that we know, we 
measure highness by distance. For example, we 
say that a bus is higher than a car, and a roof is 
three meters above the ground, and so on. To us, 
highness is the highness of place. 


3. Sometimes, highness can mean honor and 
respect. This is called "symbolic" highness. So 
we say that a king is higher than a prince or an 
ordinary man. Some people address a king by 
saying, "Your Highness." 
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4. Allah’s (4%) highness cannot be a highness of 
place, distance or measure, because He created 
the places, distances, and measures. 


5. Allah (4%) is the most Honorable being. He de- 
serves the greatest and truest respect. Indeed, 
His highness is a highness of honor and respect. 
But this is not the only meaning of His highness. 
We may not say that Allah’s highness is only 
symbolic. 


6. So we conclude that Allah’s highness is true and 
real. It is not like the highness of the creation. It 
is not a highness of place or distance. We cannot 
fully know how it is, because our knowledge of 
Allāh (8) is very limited. 

The Story of the Shepherd Slave Girl 


Mu‘awiyah Bin al-Hakam as-Sulami (+) tells us his 
story when he first became Muslim and came to the 
Prophet (#) to learn from him. 


Mu'awiyah joined the jama'ah prayer behind the 
Prophet (3€) During the prayer, a man sneezed. 
Mu‘awiyah said to him, “Yarhamuk-Allah—May 
Allàh have mercy on you." The people around him 
looked at him with surprise because he spoke in the 
prayer. So he said, "May my mother lose me! Why 
are you looking at me?" They hit their thighs with 
their hands, and he understood that they were try- 
ing to silence him, so he became quiet. 


After finishing the prayer, the Prophet (3€) called 
Mu'awiyah to him. Mu‘awiyah says that neither 
before nor after the Prophet (3€) did he meet a 


Knowing Allah 63 5-Where Allah Is 


better teacher. The Prophet (38) did not yell at him, 
hit him, or curse him. He just said: 


A É sii DS Satu Ga Lar Y SUA ds Op 
Cosa iz S Sa Sails če! 

<Surely, in this prayer, it is not good to 

say any of what the people normally 

say. Surely, it is only for tasbih (saying 

subhan Allāh), takbir (saying Allāhu 

akbar), tahlil (saying lā ilāha illa-llāh), 

and reading Qur an.» 
Mu‘awiyah said, “O Allah’s Messenger, we were in 
Jahiliyyah (ignorance and disbelief) not too long 
ago. And Allah has now given us Islam. Some of our 
people used to seek help from sorcerers.” The 


Prophet (3) told him, «. wel SG «Do not go to sor- 
cerers» 


Mu‘awiyah said, "Some of our people believe in bad 
luck.” The Prophet (3&) said: 


(ar SE any she id A Es sa 
«This is something that they. may find 
in their breast (i.e., they cannot control 
it). But it should not stop them from 
doing what they want to do. 


Mu‘awiyah learned some more things from the 
Prophet (4%). Then he said: 


"| have a slave girl who tends my 
sheep near the mountain of Uhud. One 
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day, a wolf attacked and took away 
one of her lambs. Being only human, I 
became very angry and hit her hard.” 


The Prophet (38) told him that this was very wrong. 
Mu‘awiyah asked him, “O Allah’s Messenger, should 
I free her then?” The Prophet (3) said, o% |» 
«First bring her before me. - 


Mu‘awiyah brought his slave girl before the Proph- 
et (38). The Prophet (#) asked her, «$4 jb «Where 
is Allāh?> Pointing up, the girl replied, "He is above 
the heaven.” He asked her, «Sti +a» «Who am I? She 
replied, "You are Allāh's Messenger.” So he said to 
Mu‘awiyah: 


Vē segu di 19 f 
(a 50 Gp Lise 
«Free her, because she is a believer»! 


This story has many important lessons. But what is 
most important to us right now is that the Proph- 
et (3€) tested the belief of the slave girl with two 
questions. The first one was about Allah (4). With 
her simple and pure nature, the girl expressed her 
belief that Allah is above everything. Her second 
answer showed that she also believed in the 
prophethood of Muhammad (3). 


Qualities of Motion 


When a person goes up, we say that he "moves" up. 
Similarly, when he comes down, we say that he 


1. This was recorded by Muslim (537), Abū Dāwūd, and others. 
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“moves” down. And when he comes forward, we 
say that he “moves” forward. 


Allah (Æ) describes Himself with some qualities 
that, to us, would usually mean movement. But we 
may not say that Allah moves, because He does not 
say this about Himself. 


We saw earlier that Allah (4) rose (or went up) 
above the Throne. Below, we will see that Allah de- 
scends (or comes down) every night to the lowest 
heaven, and He will come forward in the hereafter 
to judge among the creation. We believe that 
Allāh truly does these things in a way that we can- 
not fully know, but it is a way that befits His great- 
ness and majesty. 


ALLĀH DESCENDS 
Even though Allāh (Æ) is above all of His creation, 


He descends to the lowest heaven every night—in a 
way that befits His greatness and glory. 


Abū Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (3) 
said: 
oed ii ALS JS dan dca YES Jo 
« "oa uisi ja viel gs sa ja tiu [E 

«During the last part of every night, our 

Lord descends to the lowest heaven. 

He says, "Who is there to call on Me so 

as to answer him? Who is there to ask 


Me so as to give him? Who is there to 
seek My forgiveness so as to forgive 
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him?”>! 
ALLAH COMES 
Allah tells us in several places of the Qur'àn that He 


will come on Judgment Day to judge among the cre- 
ation. For example, Allah (4%) says: 


P4 


A AIG ML 55 Jib a af perm Rinse ja 


8 JI 4€ 1t GS IA s 
«Are they waiting for anything other 
than the Day when Allah will come to 
them in covers of clouds, and the an- 
gels (will come as well), and the mat- 
ters are then decided? And to Allah all 


matters will be returned (for judg- 
ment).»? 


We should remember that the clouds will not be on 
top of Allah (8) or covering Him. Nothing of Allah’s 
creation can ever be above Him, and He cannot be 
inside His creation. We should believe that this will 
happen in a way befitting to Allah’s greatness and 
glory. 

UNDERSTANDING ALLAH'S COMING 

We said earlier that Allah ($$) cannot be inside any 
of His creation. So how does He come down and 
come forward? Does He come down between the 
second and lowest heavens? And does this mean 
that He would not then be above the Throne? To 


1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (1145) and Muslim (758). 
2. Al-Baqarah 2:210. 
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answer this, we should remember the following 
important rules: 


1. 


When we come down from a higher to a lower 
place, we are no longer in the higher place. We 
cannot be at the higher place after we have 
come down to the lower place. Allah (4) is not 
like His creation. He is always above the Throne. 
Even when He descends, He continues to be 
above the Throne. 


. We have to move to come up or down. But we 


may not say the same thing about Allah (3£). We 
should not say that He comes by moving. Also, 
we should not say that He comes without mov- 
ing. He did not say either of these two things 
about Himself, so we may not say them about 
Him. 


. We understand that Allah’s (8$) coming down 


every night means that He is closer to us and 
would accept our supplications better. Also, His 
coming forward on Judgment Day means that He 
is about to judge everyone. These meanings are 
symbolic meanings. However, we should believe 
that Allah (3&) comes down and comes forward 
truly and not symbolically only. 


Thus, when Allah (%) comes forward and descends, 
we believe that He does this in a way befitting to 
His glory and majesty, and that He always remains 
above everything. 

ALLAH IS WITH US 


Allah (3€) tells us that He is with us wherever we 
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are: 
tl £ CY ao i 4G ASG AK uS 


«He (Allah) is with you wherever you 
are. And Allah is Seeing of all that you 
do.»! 


And Allāh (3) tells us that He is nearer to us than 
our jugular vein (the blood vein of the throat): 


be 
4 soir AA aM "^".Vitu ide cL 


p A ESL a SUE GOT GE Sh 


à €W alu 
«We have created the human being 
and know what his soul whispers to 
him, and We are closer to him than his 
jugular vein.»? 


Abū Misa al-Ash'ari (4&) reported that he and other 
companions were once traveling with the Proph- 
et (3&). During the journey, when the companions 
reached a high place they would loudly say, "Allahu 
akbar—Allah is the Greatest.” So the Prophet (3) 
said: 


ARTAN Tour vis eu o eu 


Cale goa Sue 
«0 people, be easy on yourselves. You 
are not calling one who is deaf or 





1. Al-Hadid 57:4. 
2. QafS0:16. 
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absent. Indeed, you are only calling 
One who is Hearing and Seeing. 
Indeed, He whom you are calling is 
nearer to each of you than the neck of 
his riding animal»! 


There are many other ayat and hadiths telling us 
that Allah is with us all the time. When we carefully 
read these aydt and hadiths, we find that they all 
mean that Allah (3£) is with us with His knowledge, 
seeing, and hearing. He watches us very closely, He 
knows all we do, and He is in full control of us and 
the rest of His creation. For the believers, He is also 
with them with His help and protection. 


So “Allah is with us" does not mean that Allah (3&) is 
with us in person. He is not everywhere—like many 
ignorant people say. We already know that this 
cannot be true because Allah is not inside His crea- 
tion. He is above all. 





1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (2992) and Muslim (2704). 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (v^) all | 
true statements (1 point each): 


CESS Gan 


e (3&) is not inside His creation. 


2 |The Kursi and the Throne are the semt 
* | created things. 


3 |The Kursi is above the Throne. 
The Kursiis somewhere in the desert. 


Allah’s (8) highness is real. 

Allah’s (8) highness is not a highness o 
place. 

Allah’s (4) highness is only symbolic. 


Mu‘awiyah as-Sulami was Muslim all his 
life. 


9 |The Prophet (3) yelled at Mu‘awiyah. 


Mu‘awiyah wanted to learn. 


111 |It is not permissible to talk during the 
prayer. 


The Prophet (#) freed the slave gin be- 
cause she was poor. 

Allah (8) descends to the lowest heaven 
every night. 
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Allah (3&) is close to us with His knowledge 
and observation. 





2. Mention the number of times that each of the 
following things is mentioned in the Qur’an 
(3 points): 


© Allah's Kursi 


@ Allāh's Throne 
© Allah’s rising above the Throne 





3. Mention two correct items of belief that the 
slave girl had (2 points): 
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4. Mention the four most important things that 
should be done during the prayer (4 points): 


5. When someone asks us, “Where is Allah?” we 
may say the following (Check all correct answers; 7 points): 


5.3 |Allah sits on the Throne. 
5.4 |Allàh is everywhere. 


Allah is between the first and second heav- 
ens. 


5.5 


5.6 |Allah is above the heavens. 


5.7 |“Where is Allah?" is a wrong question. 





6. 
MORE QUALITIES 


Speaking 
ALLAH SPEAKS 


Allah speaks in a way befitting to His greatness and 
glory. He speaks to the angels and to the prophets. 
The Qur'àn and Allah’s other books are part of His 
speaking. Allah ($$) once spoke to Misa directly, as 
He (8) says: 


Lad K ERS gg di Kp 
«Allah spoke to Musa with direct 
speech.»! 


Allah will even speak to every one of us on Judg- 
ment Day. ‘Adiyy Bin Hatim (4) reported that the 
Prophet (2) said: 


398 $412 
(det Clem 


* - 


«There is no one among you but that 
Allàh will speak to him (on Judgment 
Day). There wil be no translator 
between him and Allah, nor will there 
be a dividing curtain.» 





1. An-Nis@ 4:164. 
2. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (1413) and Muslim (1016). 
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- ALLAH’S VOICE 
Allah (#) has a voice that is most perfect and ma- 
jestic. It is totally different from the voices of the 
creation. Abū Sa'id al-Khudrī (4) reported that the 
Prophet (3&) said: 
dgio tas AP x S est sur d Uo 
AS us eR SES! oia eot LG 
ei ques 


«Allāh (&) will say (on Judgment Day), 
“O Adam." Adam will say, "I am at Your 
service, My Lord— all good is in Your 
hands." So Allah will call out, with 
voice, “Indeed, Allah commands you to 
send a large group of your offspring to 
the Fire.”>! 


This means that Adam will be told which people de- 
serve to go into hell. Allah will then command 
Adam to take all of those people aside so that they 
will be thrown into the Fire—may Allah protect us 
from this ugly fate. 


Allàh Loves and Hates 


Love and hate are two of Allah's (3£) qualities. 
He loves good and hates evil; He loves belief and 
hates disbelief; He loves truthfulness and hates 
lying; He loves justice and hates injustice; He 
loves kindness and hates harshness; He loves 
generosity and hates stinginess. We will see 





1. This was recorded by al-Bukhari (3348) and Muslim (222). 
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below a few examples from the Qur’an of things 
that Allah loves or hates. 
ALLAH LOVES GOOD 
Allah (8) loves good people and good actions. 
When we do good deeds, we may deserve Allah's 
love. He (#8) says: 
ON je T EO) ee sc EA AG 
«Allah surely loves those who do 
good.»! 


We should carefully obey Allah because we fear His 
punishment and hope to enter Jannah. When a 
person does this, we say that he has taqwa. 


Allah loves those who have taqwa. He (3&) says: 
gl 4C) GENEL diy 
«Allah surely loves those who have ta- 
gwā.»? 


When a person sins or does some wrong, he should 
quickly repent to Allah (4%). He should quit his sin, 
feel sorry for having done it, and decide never to do 
it again. This would purify him from evil. Allah 
loves those who repent to Him. He (48) says: 


sāli E09 Leldi Gy EA Ip 
«Allah surely loves those who repent 
and purify themselves.» 





.  Al-‘Imrdn 3:134. 
2.  At-Tawbah 9:4. 
3. Al-Baqarah 2:222. 





6-More Qualities 76 Knowing Allah 


A Muslim should be very patient. When some harm 
happens to him, he should know that it is a test 
from Allah. He should accept what Allah decides for 
him and ask Allah to reward him for it. 


A Muslim should be patient when some bad people 
try to stop him from obeying Allah. A Muslim 
should also be patient when someone does wrong 
things to try to make him angry. 


Allah loves those who are patient. He (4) says: 


ol pe JE £06) S AE ZA GG B 
«Allàh surely loves those who are pa- 
tient.»! 


A Muslim should be just (or fair) to others. He 
would not take their belongings without right. He 
would not cheat them. If he is a merchant, he would 
not give the people less than what they paid for. If 
he is a judge, he would not side with anyone 
because he is rich or strong or related to him. If he 
is a parent, he would treat his children equally. 


Allah loves those who are just. He (3&) says: 


ERI £6) iii 2 Mid 


«Allah surely loves those who are 
just.»? 


We should always remember that Allah (4) owns 
everything. Nothing happens without His permis- 





1. l-Imrün 3:146. 
2.  Al-Mariidah 5:42. 
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sion. We should try hard to do our work. At the 
same time, we should look to Allah for Help and 
success. This is called trust or tawakkul. Allah loves 
those who put their trust in Him. He (3) says: 


Ol ae ST d WY Gb EA AIG 
«Allah surely loves those who trust 
Him.»! 


Allah sent the Prophet (3€) to guide us to the right 
way. We should do our best to follow our Prophet 
Muhammad (žē). If we follow him, Allah will love us. 
He (88) says: 


TV ol ae Ji g BIKES GAS ALS US BD 
«Say (O Muhammad), “If you truly love 
Allah, follow me. Allah will then love 
you.” »2 
ALLAH HATES EVIL 


Allah (88) hates evil, and He hates those who do evil 
things. He (8) says: 


AJ AG) Sa C4 SĀGA 
«Allah does not love (those who cause) 
harm.» 


As we Saw earlier in this book, disbelief is the worst 
evil. Allah (4) hates those who disbelieve in Him 
and refuse to follow His Messenger (3). He (&) 


1. Al-‘Imran 3:159. 
2. Al ‘Imran 3:31. 
3.  Al-Baqarah 2:205. 
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says: 


LO S4 AA da Sg TF of Co a unl » 
òl je JĪ 
«Say, “Obey Allah and the Messenger." 


But if they refuse—indeed, Allah does 
not like the disbelievers.»! 


Allah Laughs 


Allah laughs (or smiles) in a way that befits His 
greatness and glory. The Prophet (3€) tells us of a 
number of cases where Allah laughs. One of them is 
that when we are in a hardship and Allàh knows 
that it will end soon. But since we do not know the 
future, we become very worried. So Allah laughs, 
knowing that our hardship will soon be eased. 


Abu Ruzayn (4) said that when he came to the 
Prophet (3), the Prophet taught him many good 
things. He also told him: 


Caf 5 ane bob bye Je 5 je 5 deca 
«Our Lord (žē) laughs at how His serv- 


ants lose hope even though relief is 
very close to them» 


On hearing this, Abū Ruzayn asked, "Does the 
Lord(3&) laugh?” The Prophet (3%) replied, «x» 
«Yes» Abū Ruzayn then said: 


wu P 29.2 „rodot 


1. Al Imran 3:32. 
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“Surely then, good things will never stop 
reaching us from a Lord who laughs.” 


This sahabi, who was then new in Islam, had a pure 
nature that helped him quickly understand things. 
He understood Allah’s laughing as a sign of His gen- 
erosity and forgiveness. This is how we too should 
understand it. 

Ayat-ul-Kursi 

THE BEST AYAH 

Many of us memorize ayah 255 of Sūrat-ul-Bagarah, 
better known as ayat-ul-Kursi. It is the best ayah of 
the whole Qur'àn. We saw this in the hadith of Abü 
Tharr in the previous chapter (p. 57). 


Also, Ubayy Bin Ka‘b (4») reported that the Proph- 
et (35) asked him, «Ef i TES «i oxi «O Abul- 
Munthir, which is the greatest ayah in Allāh's 
Book? Ubayy replied, "Allah and His Messenger 
know (the answer) better.” The Prophet (4) asked 
him the same question a few more times, and every 
time Ubayy gave the same answer. But finally, 
Ubayy said, "It is dyat-ul-Kursi.” The Prophet (3) 
was pleased with this answer and said, tj eie Gogo 
«Ji «May this knowledge give you happiness, O 
Abul-Munthir»2 


This ayah is so great because it contains a beautiful 





1. This was recorded by Ahmed, Ibn Mājah, and others. It was 
verified to be hasan by al-Albānī. 


2. This was recorded by Muslim (810), Ahmed, and others. 
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description of Allāh (Æ) and mentions many of His 
great qualities. We will discuss below only a few of 
the qualities mentioned in this dyah. Allah (8) says: 


gr aAA, Z © izes Arras A 


25. z r u^ 
GU A ep s Xa BY pall cedi om YL SLT aii e 

EEE «3i I$ ANT a oec 
emer 8 Xe pils 


TA G d ade i sk Stet 5 AES ze MEX 
tC Cale BEG ANG scat Sie 
ZU EC) a 
«Allah—there is no (true) god except 
Him, the One who is always Alive, the 
One who takes care of all the creation. 
He does not become sleepy, and He 
does not sleep. He owns everything 
that is in the heavens or on Earth. Who 
can ever intercede with Him without 
His permission? He knows all that will 
happen to them (the creation) and all 
that has already happened. But they 
cannot know anything from His 
knowledge except what He wants. His 
Kursi extends over the heavens and 
Earth, and He is never tired of keeping 
them. He is the most High, the Great.»! 


ALLAH IS ETERNAL 


We learn from ayat-ul-Kursi that Allàh (3&) is Alive. 
His life is surely different from our life or the life of 





1. Al-Baqarah 2:255. 
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any of His creation. It is a most perfect life that ex- 
tends from before the creation and never ends. We 
say that His life is eternal. 


We also learn from āyat-ul-Kursī that Allāh (žē) is 
not subject to drowsiness or sleep. A person is 
drowsy when he is tired and about to fall asleep. 
This is a weakness that never happens to Allāh. 
Sleep is like death. When a person is asleep, he is 
unaware of what happens around him. As for 
Allāh (Æ), His life is perfect. It is not spoiled by 
death or sleep or any other kind of weakness. 
ALLĀH S KNOWLEDGE 


We learn from ayat-ul-Kursi that Allāh (3) has 
knowledge. His knowledge is most perfect. All 
knowledge in this world comes from Allāh, and all 
this knowledge is only a very tiny part of His 
knowledge. He knows all what we did in the past, 
and all what we will do in the future. He knows eve- 
ry detail about everything. Allāh (3£) says: 


korr Ea wrt g 


3i 36 A5 AY GAY Vost ais zuo 
exe 3 25835 AUS Y) ASS o. ES US ZUG 

LV EO ad SSE WI OG ANT 
«With Him (Allah) are the keys of the 
hidden knowledge. No one knows them 
except Him. And He knows what is on 
the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls 
but that He knows it. And no grain is 


there within the darkness of the earth, 
and no moist or dry thing, but they are 
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all written in a clear record.»! 


Just think of one tree. Allah knows how many leaves 
will grow on it, how many leaves will fall each day, 
how long the tree will live, how many branches it 
will have, how deep its roots will go, the shapes of 
the branches and roots, how many birds and insects 
will stand or live in it, and so on. 





Allah even kj anulo ; af, its color, 
how many lines it will have, how many insects will 
touch it or eat from it, how much water and sun- 
shine it will get, how much dust and rain will fall on 
it, how many atoms it will have, and so on. Allah 
knows completely and perfectly everything about 
every leaf! All people together cannot have that 
much knowledge about even one leaf—so how 
about a tree, a forest, a whole world!? And all of this 
is only a small part of Allah’s knowledge. 





1. AL-An'àm 6:59. 
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ALLAH UPHOLDS THE HEAVENS AND EARTH 


We learn from dyat-ul-Kursi that Allah (3) is the 
Qayyum. This means that He does not need anyone 
to take care of Him, and He takes complete care of 
all His creation. He takes care of every person and 
animal and insect and plant in the whole world. He 
takes care of the planets and stars. He takes care of 
every angel in the heavens and on Earth. He takes 
special care of His obedient servants. 


He takes care of everything. He controls the crea- 
tion in the most perfect and wise way. He does all of 
this without being tired or neglectful. 


He is our great Lord ($$), and we are proud to be 
His ‘ibdd (slaves). 


6-More Qualities 84 Knowing Allah 


Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (v) all 
true statements (1 point each): 





E 


Allah (8) does not speak directly to anyone 
in this life. 


Allah (8%) will speak directly to each of us 
in the next life. 
Allah’s (8%) books are part of His speaking. 


|14 {Allah (3) does not have a voice. 


"ls will send some of his descendents in 


to hell. 


Allah (8) does not love anyone who does 
not follow the Prophet (34). 


1.6 


Abul-Munthir is the same as Ubayy Bi 
Ka'b (4). 

Ayah 1 of Sürat-ul-Baqarah is the best ayah 
of the Qur àn. 


No ayah is better than another in the Qur àn. 


Sleep and drowsiness are signs of weak 
ness. 


Allah (8) knows all big things, but He does 
not care to know little details. 
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2. Mention eight types of people whom Allāh (8) 
loves (8 points): 





3. Mention a brief meaning of taqwa (2 points): 
4. Mention a brief meaning of tawakkul (2 points): 


5. Mention three elements of repentance (3 points): 
e 
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6. Mention three cases where a Muslim should 
show patience (3 points): 


7. Mention five examples of injustice (5 points): 
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9. Explain the meaning of Allah’s (4%) knowledge 
(2 points): 








10. Mention two meanings of Qayyüm (2 points): 


7. 
WORSHIPING ALLAH 


What Is Worship? 

WORSHIP IS THE REASON OF OUR CREATION 

We have seen that Allah (38) is the most Merciful. 
He is merciful to us and would not let us fall into 
confusion. He gives us the best guidance. He tells us 
all we need to know in order to live a happy life. 
Most importantly, He tells us what our true goal in 


life is and the reason that this world was created. 
He (3£) says: 
Ej AES) atts Y YG Uae Us y 
(O 5:3 BIL SNA SY) oA JANG 
«I have only created jinns and humans 
to worship Me. I do not need from 
them to provide for Me, and I do not 
need from them to feed Me. Allah is 


surely the One Who gives providence, 
and He is the Mighty and Strong.»! 


This means that we must obey Allah (#) and wor- 
ship Him. This is the reason for which we have been 
created. 


Allah does not need any food or help from us. He is 
1. Ath-Tháriyát 51:56-58. 
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the One who gives food and help. He gave us every- 
thing that we have. He wants us to be good so as to 
deserve His rewards. This must be our main goal in 
life. All other goals should be secondary and sup- 
portive to this great goal. 


ALLAH SENDS THE CORRECT GUIDANCE 


Allah (8€) created everything, and He knows best 
about His creation. He says: 


suni OAR SEEM 
«Should not He who created things 


know? He is the most Kind and Aware 
(of everything).»! 


Allah (8) knows exactly what is useful for us and 
what is harmful. Only He can give us the guidance 
that we need in our lives. So how can we live with- 
out His guidance? How can we live without wor- 
shiping Him correctly? 


DEFINING WORSHIP 


Worship is to obey Allàh completely, love Him 
completely, respect Him completely, do what He 
loves, and keep away from what He hates. 


Prayer is an act of worship. 

Fasting is an act of worship. 

Zakah is an act of worship. 
Hajj is an act of worship. 


Fighting evil is an act of worship. 


1. Al-Mulk 67:14. 
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Learning Islam is an act of worship. 
Saying good words is an act of worship. 
Avoiding bad words is an act of worship. 
Du'à' (or supplication) is an act of worship. 


Doing any good deed in order to please Allah is an 
act of worship. Also, avoiding a bad deed in order to 
please Allah is an act of worship. 


Why Should We Worship Allah? 


We must worship Allah for many reasons. In this 
section, we mention the most important of these 
reasons. 


1. ALLAH IS OUR TRUE BENEFACTOR 


Allāh ($$) gave us all what we have. So, He is our 
only true Benefactor. We cannot list all of His favors 
on us. Allah (8&) says: 


pol plat GE ZY d LS LA s 


«And if you try to list Allah’s favors, 
you will never be able to count them 
all.» 


Allah ($$) gave us eyes for seeing, ears for hearing, 
hearts for understanding, hands for holding, feet for 
walking, and many other favors within our bodies. 
He gave us parents, brothers, relatives, and friends 
to love. He gave us good food and drink, air to 
breathe, water to cool and clean us, animals and 
cars to ride, and many, many other things. All of 





1. Ibrahim 14:34. 
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these favors—all things that we enjoy and like, are 
created by Allah (3&), as He says: 


AA ade 745 


PN SES BSS KEŠS $ 
det $ 9 8258 ad 
«Any favor that you have is from Allah. 


And if you get into a hardship, you turn 
to Him crying for help.»! 


We should be most thankful and grateful to 
Allah ($$). We should express our gratitude to Him 
by words and actions. We should worship Him with 
complete love and obedience. 


2. ALLAH HAS THE SUPREME QUALITIES 


We have seen in the previous chapters that 
Allah (3&) has the greatest and most supreme quali- 
ties. He is generous beyond limits. He gives without 
fearing poverty. He is Mighty beyond limits, Wise 
beyond limits, Merciful beyond limits, and so on. No 
one else has any of Allah's great qualities. 


When we understand that Allah has the greatest 
qualities, we find ourselves forced to admire Him 
with the greatest admiration, respect Him with the 
greatest respect, obey Him with the fullest obedi- 
ence, and worship Him with the truest worship. 
Allah (3&) alone deserves to be our God. 

3. TRUE WORSHIP PRODUCES TAQWA 

Worshiping Allah brings taqwa into our hearts. 
Allah (8) says: 


1. An-Nahl 16:53. 
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à jJ pe" ae 
«O people, worship your Lord who cre- 


ated you and those before you. With 
this, you may have tagwā.»! 


Taqwa is a most important treasure. It makes us 
always remember that Allah is watching us. It sof- 
tens our hearts and souls. It makes us love doing 
good deeds and hate sinning. So we need to wor- 
ship Allah in order to have this great treasure. 


4. EVERY MESSENGER CALLED TO WORSHIPING ALLAH 


Allah (4%) sent many messengers through the time 
to guide people. All of those messengers called to 
the same thing: worshiping Allah alone. Allah (4) 
says: 


eid tt RAT UL AS ua AL Lm mI tA 


jeu ail (2 at „Alis; qM Je 4 CX; 


Y jul SE 
«We have surely sent into every nation 
a messenger telling it, "Worship Allah 
and avoid false gods."»? 


Allah (8%) also says: 
Šā ayy Yat ch) Leap o Ju oe ENS os GL GS 


AM iE). osi th 





1. Al-Baqarah 2:21. 
An-Nahl 16:36. 
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«There is no messenger that We have 
sent before you but We have revealed 
to him, “There is no (true) god except 
Me. So worship Me."»! 


So, when we worship Allah, we become attached to 
Allah’s messengers and their true followers, and we 
feel that we are part of the good people who wor- 
shiped Allah through the times. We surely would 
want to worship Allah in order to be attached to 
those good people. 

5. WORSHIPING ALLAH IS GOOD FOR US 

By worshiping Allah, we would be doing ourselves 
the greatest favor. As we said earlier, Allah created 
us to worship Him. He ordered us to worship Him 
so as to follow the true guidance that He sent to us. 
If we follow this guidance, we will be happy in this 
life and the next. 


Conditions of True Worship 


Our worship should be true and correct so that 
Allah would accept it from us and reward us for it. 
But how can our worship be correct? An act of wor- 
ship is correct only if: 


1) It is done purely to Allah. 


2) It is done according to the teachings of our 
Prophet Muhammad (žē). 

1. WE MUST WORSHIP ALLAH WITH SINCERITY 

All our acts of worship should be done for the 





1. Al-Anbiyg 21:25. 
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pleasure of Allah alone. We should never do an act 
of worship for the pleasure of people. Allah (8) 
tells His Messenger (34): 


23 4) WAGE ATT TSA BBP 
«Say (O Muhammad), “I have surely 


been commanded to worship Allah and 
make my religion sincere to Him."»! 


Doing an act of worship to please someone other 
than Allah is a type of shirk. Shirk is to worship oth- 
ers besides Allah. Allah does not accept an act of 
worship that is mixed with shirk. Allah (3) says: 


os sd SAI SU QE» 
Sl £ (la te IBY EE e K 
«Say (O Muhammad), "I am only a 
human being, like you. It has been 
revealed to me that your god is one 
God. So whoever would hope for the 
meeting with his Lord—let him do 


good deeds and not worship anyone 
besides his Lord."»? 


Of course, our parents, teachers, and friends will 
usually be happy to see us do good deeds. But we 
should not do good just to make them happy. We 
should do it to please Allah, and Allah will then 
make them pleased with us. So, their happiness is 





1. Az-Zumar 39:11. 
2. Al-Kahf 18:110. 
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not our goal, but is a good fruit of our good deeds. 


It is very ungrateful to worship anyone besides 
Allāh or instead of Allāh. Doing this is like thanking 
someone for a favor that someone else did. This 
sounds like a foolish thing to do, but most people do 
it! They thank individuals other than Allāh for the 
favors that Allāh gave them! Al-Harith al- 
Ash'ari s reported that the Prophet (žē) said: 


i b. jeop. Eb g E Ys mE of LS D 
Hunc 


JENS" GSS Jab «fee 185 gyl oda" SB 
PAUS 2502 5 5S h KG los é S 
«I command you to worship Allah and 

not to join anything with Him Indeed 

the example of a person | 4 
who joins others with 
Allāh is like that of a man 
who hired a worker and | 
paid him well, gold and 

silver. | 








He told the worker, "This is my house 
and this is my land. So work in them 
and give me the profit that you make.” 
The worker worked, but he gave the 
profit to someone other than his mas- 
ter. Who among you would like his 
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worker to do this?>! 


2. WE MUST WORSHIP ALLAH THE WAY HE WANTS 


We may not worship Allah (4) whichever way we 
like. We do not know what is the best way to please 
Allah. We do not know what things are good to do 
and what things are not. Only Allah knows this. So 
we need His guidance to know exactly what to do. 


Allah ($$) sent His guidance with His Messenger 
Muhammad (žē). We must worship Allāh by follow- 
ing the Way (or Sunnah) of His Messenger 
Muhammad (3) This is the meaning of the 
shahadah that every Muslim says: 


ge 

a o 

£2 
Za 


* d J p25 us of ag ahs abt pa Y of Agi 
“I am a witness that there is no true god 
except Allah, and I am a witness that 


Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” 


This shahàdah means that no one deserves to be 
worshiped besides Allah, and that we may only 
worship Allah the way that He taught us—by means 
of His Messenger Muhammad (38). 


When we follow and obey the Prophet 
Muhammad (žē), we would be truly obeying Allāh. 
Allah (8%) says: 


1. We mentioned another part of this hadith earlier (in Chap- 
ter 4). It was recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ibn Hibban, and others. 
It was verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih-ut-Targhib 
552). 
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Ae elll & it LIS IPS et ot 
«He who obeys the Messenger has 
surely obeyed Allah.»! 


When we offer our worship to Allah alone, and 
according to the Sunnah of the Prophet (#), we 
hope to deserve to enter Jannah and to be safe from 
the Fire—Amin. 








1. An-Nisd’ 4:80. 
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Questions and Exercises 


1. In the following table, check (/) all true 
statements (1 point each): 


.1 |Allah needs our worship. 

2 (Allāh does not need money or food from us 
Any good that we do to please Allah counts 

~ las an act of worship. 





EH 
s 


m 


Any evil done without meaning to do it is 
an act of worship. 


m m 
D w 


Avoiding to do a bad deed to please Allāh 
counts as an act of worship. 


We must obey Allāh (3%), but not the Mes- 
senger (34). 


ship Allāh alone. 
" |parents and teachers. 


Taqwa is more important than gold and 
silver. 


It takes several days to count all the favors 
~~ Ithat Allah gave us. 

A worker should give all the profit to the 
^ lowner. 


Allah would not accept any deed that has 
shirk in it. 


15 


P ae 
M O 


m. 


.10 


m UN 
m m 
N m 


.13 





7-Worshiping Allah 98 Knowing Allah 


2. The purpose for which we have been created is 
(Check the correct answer, 2 points): 


[* | Statement | 
as een te pene ots | 
mpeewam | 


|25 |To marry and have children x 















|26 [All of the above. 


Each person chooses his purpose. 


3. Mention five reasons that we worship Allāh (8) 
(5 points): 
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4. Mention five acts of worship (5 points): 


5. Mention and explain the two conditions for cor- 
rect worship (6 points): 


o 


e 


6. From this and earlier chapters in this book, and 
from your daily experience, compare between 
the happiness of those who worship Allah and 
the misery of those who do not (5 points): 


Worshipers Non-Worshipers 
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7. For the following three acts of worship, show 
how some people perform them without ful- 
filling the condition of sincerity to Allah (6 points): 


Act of 
Worship 





8. A bonus question (not covered in this book): For 
the following three acts of worship, show how 
some people perform them without fulfilling the 
condition of following the Sunnah (6 points): 


Act of 
Worship 
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APPENDIX: 
ARABIC TERMINOLOGY 


Introduction 


TRANSLATING AND REFERENCING QUR’ AN AND HADITH 


The Qur'àn contains Allah’s exact words. These words cannot 
be precisely translated into other languages because of possible 
misinterpretation and limited human understanding. We may 
only translate the meanings as understood by trustworthy 
Islamic scholars. With this in mind, our Ģur ānic quotes include 
the Arabic text, the English meaning in «boldface», and a foot- 
note specifying the location of the cited ayah(s). 


Likewise, our hadith quotes (as well as some quotes from the 
Salaf) include the Arabic text, the English meaning in «bold- 
face, and a footnote briefly specifying its location in hadith 
compilations and its level of authenticity. If the hadith contains a 
supplication or exaltation, we normally include a transliteration 
of its text. 


RELEVANT CHARTS 


Near the end of this appendix, we present two important charts. 
The first defines the transliteration symbols used in this book. 
The second defines veneration terms that should be uttered at 
the mention of Allah or one of His righteous worshipers. 


ARABIC TERMS 


The following glossary contains definitions of Arabic terms that 
are commonly used in Islàmic discussions. These terms consti- 
tute a basic vocabulary for readers of Islamic material. The glos- 
sary is followed with charts of Arabic week-days, Islàmic lunar 
months, and important Islamic places. 


Other terms specifically pertinent to the current book are in- 
cluded in the “Index” section at the end of this appendix, togeth- 
er with a page-reference indicating where they are first defined 
in this book. 
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Glossary of Common Terms 










































































Term [Definition 
‘Abd Slave, servant, or worshiper. Pl.: 'ibād or 'abid. 
Adab Good characters or manners; etiquette. Pl.: adàb. 
Akhirah |The last life (or hereafter). 
Al-Fatihah |The first chapter of the Our ān. 
‘Alim  |Scholar; learned man. 
| ‘Allamah |Exaggerated form of" 'alim". 
Amin “O Allah, grant my request,” said in concluding a du ‘a’. 
Ansar jEESIHEnS of Madinah who supported the Prophet (3&). 
‘Asr Afternoon; the third daily obligatory prayer. 
Athan (Announcement; call to the prayer. 
‘Awrah Weakness that requires protection; body-parts that 
should be concealed from others. 
Ayah Miracle; sign; a portion of the Qur’anic text that is usual- 
ly one sentence in length. Pl.: āyāt. 
Bid'ah Innovation; unjustified change in the Islàmic teachings. 
Da'wah |Call; mission. 
|Dīn Religion - often used in reference to Islām. 
Dīnār Old currency = 4.25 g of 22k gold in today’s standards. 
Dirham Jod currency = 3.0 g of pure silver in today’s standards. | 
Du ‘a’ Invocation; supplication; prayer. 
Dunya the lower (i.e., worldly) life. 
Fajr Dawn; the first daily obligatory prayer. 
Obligation. Fard Kifayah: A communal obligation that 
Fard must be performed by at least a few Muslims. Fard ‘Ayn: 
An obligation upon every Muslim. | 
Fatwa Religious verdict. PI.: fatawa or fatàwi. 
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Term Definition 
f Understanding; Islāmic jurisprudence—a subject deal- 
Fiqh : ; : : : S 
ing with practical regulations in Islām. 
Fitnah | Trial; test; temptation; affliction. 
Fitrah The pure nature upon which Allah (3%) created people. 
Ghayb _ |All knowledge beyond the reach of human perception. 
Bath; ritual bath required after intercourse, ejaculation, 
Ghusl 
and after a woman completes her menses. 
E Talk; speech; reports of the Prophet's (#) sayings, ac- 
Hadith A i 
tions, and tacit approvals. 
Hajj Major pilgrimage to Makkah. 
Halal Permissible. 
Halqah  |Circle or ring; study circle. 
Haram  |Prohibited. 
Hasan _ |Good; acceptable. 
Hilāl Crescent. 
Hijāb Cover; curtain; the Muslim woman’s proper attire. 
Hijrah | |Migration; the early Muslims’ migration to al-Madinah. 
‘Id Festival. Pl.: a yàd. 
- Prohibition; a state assumed by pilgrims, prohibiting for 
Ihrām s : 3 
them specific acts, such as hunting, perfume, marriage. 
Ļ 
Ijmā Consensus. 
Ijtihad Ability to reach correct conclusions from the available 
evidence. | 
- Leader (of a nation, prayer, etc.); distinguished Islamic 
Imam 
scholar. 
Iman Faith; belief. 
Igāmah |Establishment; call for starting the prayer. 
‘Tsha’ Night time; the fifth daily obligatory prayer. 
Isnad Chain of narrators of a hadith. 
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Term Definition 

Jahannam |Hell. 

Jahiliyyah |The era of ignorance (jah!) and disbelief prior to Islam. 

Jama‘ah |Muslim community; congregation of prayer. 

Janabah State of “uncleanliness” arising from ejaculation or in- 
tercourse. Janābah is terminated with ghusl. 

Janāzah |Funeral. 

Jannah Garden; the gardens of paradise. 

Jihad Striving (or fighting) for Allàh's cause. 

inn Creation that Allah (3£) made from fire, sometimes 
translated as "demon". Satan is one of the jinns. 

Jumu ah |Friday; the Friday mid-day prayer. 

Junub Person in a state of jandbah. 

Kafir Person who practices kufr. Pl.: kuffar. 

3 Successor. A Muslim ruler who succeeded the Proph- 

Khalifah (4 (3g), Pl: khulafa’. 

Khamr |Alcoholic beverage. 

|Khilāfah Succession; caliphate - a khalifah's rule. 

Kufr Ingratitude; disbelief; rejection of the faith of Islàm. 

Khutbah |Speech; sermon. 

Maghrib |Sunset; the fourth daily obligatory prayer. 

Makrüh Disliked; act that is disapproved but not prohibited in 
Islàm. 
Man closely related to a woman and permanently prohibited 
from marrying her; examples: father, son, brother, uncle, 

Mahram 4 R : 
nephew, father-in-law, son-in-law, son through nursing. Non- 
mahrams include: cousin, stepbrother, brother-in-law. 

Masjid ^ |Place designated for sujüd; mosque. 

Mathhab Way or approach. It often refers to one of the four 

ax schools of fiqh: the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i, or Hanbalī. 
Minbar  |Raised platform in a masjid for delivering a khutbah. 
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Term Definition 

Mufti A alim who gives fatwd. | 

Muhājir ae ono person who undertakes hijrah. Pl.: 

Mujahid |Person who performs jihad. Pl.: mujāhidū(ī)n. 

|Munkar Disapproved or rejected act. Pl.: munkarāt. 

Musallà |Place designated for salah (or prayer). 

Mushaf  |Collection of "suhuf" or sheets; book of the Our ànic text. 

Mushrik |Person who practices shirk. Pl.: mushrika(i)n. 

Nafl Extra; voluntary; supererogatory deeds. 

Qada’ Allah’s decree and measure. 

Qadar _ |Allah’s predestination; often used as synonym of qada’. 

Qiblah |Direction of al-Ka‘bah in Makkah. 

Qiyam Standing; the night prayer. 

| Qudsi Holy. A qudsi hadith is a statement that the Prophet (&) 
attributes to Allah (3&), though it is not from the Qur'an. 

Rak'ah  |Full prayer unit, containing one rukü'. Pl.: rak ‘at. 

Ribà Usury; interest. | 

Ruka‘ Bowing; bowing in the prayer. 

Sadaqah |Charity. 

Sahābah |Companions of the Prophet (3&). Singular: sahabi. 

[Sahih True; authentic. 

Salaf The early righteous pioneers and scholars of Islam. i 

Salah Prayer; supplicating for the Prophet (38). 

Salam Peace; greeting with peace: as-salamu ‘alaykum. | 

Sanad |Same as isnād. 
Testimony; the Testimony of Islām: "There is no true 

Shahādah |god but Allāh, and Muhammad is Allāh's Messenger"; 
martyrdom for Allàh's (3&) cause. 
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Term Definition 
Shahid Witness; person martyred for Allah’s cause. Fem.: 
and |shahīdah, PL: shuhada’. 
Sham Middle-East area of Palestine, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. 
Shar ‘(or |The Islamic Law. Shar 7: legislated or permissible mat- 
Shari ah) |ter. Ash-Shari ‘: the Legislator (Allah 48). 
Elderly man; title of respect for a man with an above- 
Shaykh T 
average level of Islàmic knowledge. 
Shaytān |Satan; devil. ] 
Shirk Polytheism; paganism; joining partners with Allah (38). 
Sirah Biography; the Prophet's (3€) biography. 
Siwak Stick from a desert tree, used for brushing the teeth. 
Siyam Fasting. 
Sujüd Prostration; prostration in the prayer. 
Sunnah Way; guidance; teachings; the Prophet’s (3) way and 
guidance. 
Surah Qur ànic chapter. 
Tabi ī Follower; student of the sahabanh. Pl.: tabi a(1)n. 
Tafsir Explanation; Qur'ànic interpretations and commentaries. 
Takbir | |Saying, "Allāhu Akbar - Allah is the greatest." 
5 Saying, “Lā ilāha illallah - There is no (true) god except 
Tahlil lon 
Allàh. 
Tahmid (Also, žamd): praise; saying, "Al-hamdu lillāh — Praise be 
to Allāh. 
Taglid |Imitation, especially without knowledge. 
Tagwā |Fearing and revering Allah. 
Tarbiyah |Cultivation or education. 
Tasbīh Saying, "Subhān-Allāh - Exalted be Allah." 
L 
Tasfiyah |Filtration or cleansing. 
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Term Definition 





Pronouncing the Shahddah; the last part of prayer that 


Tashanhud includes pronouncing the Shahddah. 


Taslim (Saying salam; concluding the prayer with salām. 








Tawāf | |Circumambulation around the Ka ‘bah. 





Belief that Allah is the only Lord and God to be wor- 
Tawhid |shiped, and that He possesses the most sublime attrib- 


utes. 
| 





L 

Symbolic ablution, in the absence of water, performed 
Tayammum by wiping clean dust over the face and hands (to the 
wrists). 





Thikr Remembrance and extolment of Allah (8). Pl.: athkār. 





‘Ulama’ |Plural of “‘alim”. 





Ummah |Community; nation; followers. 





: Minor form of pilgrimage to Makkah that may be per- 
Umrah : 
formed at any time of the year. 





Wahy Revelation; inspiration. 





Wajib Obligatory or required; obligation. 





Wali Friend; ally; guardian. 





Odd number; last part of the night prayer (consisting of 


Witr an odd number of rak at). 





Ritual ablution for the prayer; it includes washing the 
Wudü' face and forearms, wiping over the head, and washing 








the feet. 
Zakāh Obligatory charity. Zakāt-ul-fitr: charity in the form of 
£ food given to the needy at the end of Ramadan. 
Zinà Adultery or fornication. 





Zuhr Noon; the second daily obligatory prayer. 
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Arabic Weekdays 


. A97 
Al-Jumu'ah 


Saturday " 


Al-Ithnayn 
Tuesday |ath-Thulāthā | s | 
Wednesday, Al-Arbu ‘a’ 


Islamic Hijri Months 





N DO uUi ^» W N e 













i : 
3 | Rabi-ul-Awwal Ji 9 
4 Rabi‘ al-Akhir 
(or ath-Thānī) 
5 Jumāda al-Ūlā ale 11 
6 | Jumāda al-Akhirah | 523 12 
(or ath-Thaniyah) 


gu 
T 
A 





Thul-Qa ‘dah 
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Important Places 


The following is a brief list of important places and locations 
for Muslims. 


The holiest town in Islām. It is in western central Ara- 
bia, and was the Prophet's (3€) birthplace. 


The town in Arabia to which the Prophet (48) migrated, 
built his Masjid, and lived the last ten years of his life. 
Its old name was Yathrib, but he changed it to Taybah. 


The holy town of Jerusalem. It contains the third most 
sacred masjid in Islam. 


The house of worship in Makkah that all Muslims face 
in their prayers. 


The Sanctified Mosque; the grand masjid in Makkah 
that contains al-Ka‘bah at its center. 





Transliteration 


Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are ital- 
icized. In general, the rules of English pronunciation are ap- 
plicable. The following table includes additional symbols 
employed in this book to help pronounce the Arabic terms. 


( Alif ^ |Mostly: Man, sad. 


(lüngséowela) | Ee hard, gud. 


(5) Waw 


(long vowel 


u) 


Seed, lean, piece, receive. 
(long vowel i) 


; (+) Hamzah The first consonant vocal sound uttered 
when saying: at, it, oh. 
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Symbol| Stands for English Equivalent Sounds 


(<) Tha’ Three, moth. 


No equivalent. Produced in the lower 
throat, below "h". It somewhat resembles 
the “h” in “ahem”. 


No equivalent. Produced in the back of 
the mouth and top of the throat. 


au 


A deeper “s” sound. Somewhat close to 
the “sc” in “muscle”. 


Sounds deeper than a "d". Produced by 
touching the tongue to the mouth's roof, 
with the sides of the tongue pressed 
against the top molars. 


(4) Tah [Similar but deeper than a “t”. 


A deeper thal, produced by touching the 
Z backside of the tongue to the tip of the 
upper front teeth. 
< Produced in the bottom of the throat, un- 
A J 
EE (Q d derneath the ha’. 
A gurgling sound produced in the back of 
gh, Gh the mouth, just above the kha’. Similar to 
the "R" in some French accents. 


t 
LL 


(8) Qàf ^ Somewhat similar to the "c" in “coffee”. 





Veneration Symbols 


Out of love, appreciation, and gratitude, a Muslim is urged to 
utter the following phrases at the mention of Allàh, His mes- 
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sengers, or other righteous individuals. 


dd OE LS 
Meaning 
tion 


Subhānahū wa is exalted above 
lnc: and indignity; 
exalted is His glory; He is 
exalted and glorified. 














Jalla jalāluh; 
‘Azza wajal 





N 
sd 
ae xe 






















Muhammad 
or other 
prophets 







Sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wasallam 


May Allàh's peace and 
praise be on him. 


$ We 









Remarkably 
righteous in- 
dividuals 
(prophets, 
angels, etc.) 


‘Alayhi-ssalam; 
‘Alayha-ssalam; 
Alayhima-ssalam; 
‘Alayhimu-ssalam 







Peace be on him, her, 
both of them, or all of 
them. 











Radiy-alláhu 'anhu; 
Radiy-allahu ‘anha; 
Radiy-allahu 
*anhumà; 
Radiy-allahu 
‘anhum 













May Allah be pleased 
with him, her, both of 
them, or all of them. 


Sahabah 












Rahimahullā; 
Rahimahallāh; 
Rahimahumallāh; 
Rahimahumullāh 








Past 'ulamá' 
or righteous 
Muslims 


May Allāh have mercy on 
him, her, both of them, or 
all of them. 
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